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NEWS RELEASE              30 May 2006

BRIDGE DEMOLITION FOR HOLLOWAY TERRITORIALS

Dealing with blowing up a bridge was one of the tasks facing Territorial Army bomb disposal soldiers from Holloway’s 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) as part of their training last weekend.  The Squadron is part of the only Bomb Disposal Regiment in the TA, but its soldiers also need to practise their various other military engineering skills, including the handling of explosives and demolition work.  

Pictured are (left to right) Captain Katharine Milne showing Sapper Wayne Kenlock how to place explosive charges on a Bailey bridge, ready for demolition on the army training area in Crowborough.

Captain Milne is 35, single, and has been in the TA for 7½ years.  In her civilian life she works for the NHS in a cancer administration department, monitoring service improvement.  She is a fully qualified Bomb Disposal Officer and was mobilized into the regular army to serve in Basrah, Iraq between February and October 2003.  She has also trained with the TA in parachuting in the USA, the Czech Republic and Spain, and is a member of the Royal Engineers’ formation skydiving team, as well as more recently becoming a parachuting instructor.  In addition, Katherine has been with the Regiment to do scuba diving in the Red Sea and skiing in Austria.

She said, “I have always enjoyed a challenge and the TA has provided this with the bomb disposal and the parachuting.  It is all a complete and refreshing change to my day-job.  Plus I have made many good friends during my service too.”

Sapper Kenlock, who was 34 on Wednesday, has been in the TA for two years.  He works as a Security Officer at Ikea in Edmonton during the week. 

He said, “Joining the TA was always something that I wanted to do, enjoying the discipline and the challenge.  I chose bomb disposal, as it is particularly interesting and very different.  I have greatly enjoyed it all so far and look forward one day to becoming fully qualified.  My friends at work all respect what I do and my partner is also very supportive, which is great.”  

217 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 0207-607-1032 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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