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NEWS RELEASE              30 May 2006

BRIDGE DEMOLITION FOR LOCAL TERRITORIALS

Dealing with blowing up a bridge was one of the tasks facing Territorial Army bomb disposal soldiers from Hornsey, who are members of Holloway’s 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) as part of their training last weekend.  The Squadron is part of the only bomb Disposal Regiment in the TA, but its soldiers also need to practise their various other military engineering skills, including the handling of explosives and demolition work.  

Pictured (left to right) are Sergeant Jeff McIntyre and Lance Corporal Sean Flatley placing explosive charges on a Bailey bridge, ready for demolition on the army training area in Crowborough.

Sergeant McIntyre, age 36, has been in the TA for15 years and is a lorry driver in his civilian life.  He was mobilized into the regular army in 2001; spending a year in Kosova teaching local children mine awareness.  He was also mobilized in 2003 for the Iraq War, where he was with 7th Armoured Brigade opening up the border for the attack.  His TA service overseas also includes three years in Germany, as well as exercises in Kenya, Poland, the USA, Canada, Gibraltar and Ascension Island.

Jeff said, “I have always enjoyed the military side of things, both for the camaraderie and the challenge, as well as the travel. It is also good to feel that you are doing a worthwhile job.”

Lance Corporal Flatley is 37 and has also been in the TA for 15 years. In civilian life he is a facility manager with a large fashion house in the City.  He was mobilized in 2003 to serve in the UK bomb disposal unit, where he was called out to numerous tasks dealing with freshly discovered unexploded bombs and munitions, thereby freeing up more regular soldiers for service in Iraq. He has also travelled to the USA, Canada, France, Germany and Italy.

Sean added, “I enjoy the challenges, skills and management training, and the great social life that all come with being a member of the TA.  We two are also like a ‘Band of Brothers’ (from the TV series), as we both come from Hornsey, having known each other for over 30 years, starting at Rokesley Junior School and Highgate Wood Senior School.”  

217 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 0207-607-1032 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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