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NEWS RELEASE              11 October 2005

BOMB TASKS FOR HOLLOWAY TERRITORIALS

Dealing with a simulated leaking chemical warfare weapon was just one of the tasks facing Territorial Army bomb disposal soldiers from Holloway’s 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend. 

Set in the Medway area and called Exercise “Feline Phoenix 2”, various bomb disposal tasks threatening key Medway installations, including the chemical weapon at New Tavern Fort in Gravesend, were radioed in by day and night to the Regiment’s mobile command headquarters. The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by making safe items ranging from bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. The Holloway Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its squadrons around London took part in the exercise. 

The various task sites for the exercise were kindly loaned to the regiment by various organisations supporting the Territorials in practising their important work. They included a Napoleonic era fort called New Tavern Fort in Gravesend, Kent, where the chemical weapon incident took place. Other sites included riverside piers belonging to the Port of London Authority that had been sabotaged with terrorist devices, and Rochester Airport, which was subject to a simulated cluster bomb attack, putting it out of action until cleared.

Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh and her Holloway bomb disposal team from 217 Squadron were tasked with dealing with the chemical bomb at the fort. This involved dressing in chemical-proof fuel suits and breathing apparatus to go in and seal up the weapon to prevent further contamination. Louise is 25 years old, single and a risk management consultant in the construction industry in her civilian life. She has been in the TA for seven years and is a qualified Bomb Disposal Officer. 

She said, “It was good to get to practise the skills that we have been learning in a civilian environment. This has been an interesting exercise, and although working in the fuel suits was hot and exhausting, it was necessary practise. Being in the TA is great because it is full of exciting and enjoyable challenges and a break from civilian life.”

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up saying, “This has been a very useful and successful exercise, designed to train and test a variety of the Regiment’s skills in different and realistic ways.”

217 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 0207-607-1032 for further details.

Photograph Details and Captions:  - See overleaf

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
Bomb Squad Exercise - Photograph Details

1773   
Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh (second from right) briefing members of her Holloway bomb disposal team  (left to right) Sapper Ray Williams, Second Lieutenant Rob Fellows and Sapper Darrell Lou-Hing, ready to tackle the New Tavern Fort task.

1785     
Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh (centre rear) being dressed in her fuel suit and breathing apparatus ready to enter the New Tavern Fort magasines. 

1789
Second Lieutenant Rob Fellows (left) and Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh (right) in their fuel suits outside the fort’s magasine.

1800 & 1801     Working on sealing the leaking weapon
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