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NEWS RELEASE             20 November 2006

CLOSE SECOND FOR HOLLOWAY’S TA IN SECTION COMPETITION

A Territorial Army team from Holloway’s 217 Field Squadron achieved a close Second Place for the “Ken Revis Salva” prize in the Regimental Section Competition held at Hawley (near Camberley, Surrey) last weekend.

The competition is held annually by 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), with teams of eight from all the various squadrons in the regiment competing for the trophies.  It comprised a series of seven events that the teams moved round to test their varied military skills, including a Section-Attack, Rafting, Bridge Building, First Aid, and Vehicle Recovery.  These got progressively more physically demanding over the weekend, building up to a gruellingly and intensive finish on a Speed-March, which included crossing through waist-deep water!

The prize salva was originally donated by Mr. Ken Revis, a former Bomb Disposal officer who was blinded during the Second World War, and is now presented by his widow.

Commenting on the team’s achievement, 217’s Team leader, Lieutenant Andy Black said, “The team worked really hard together, with a mix of pure determination, skill and an all-important sense of humour.  They deserved to win and next year we will be coming back for all the prizes!”  Andy, age 27 and single, has been in the TA for 6 years.  He is an Airline Pilot with BA in his civilian life.

Lieutenant Colonel Terry Smith, the Regiment’s Commanding Officer summed up saying, “ This has been a very successful and close fought competition and I congratulate the teams on their magnificent efforts.” 

217 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only Bomb Disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway and is also currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining this worthwhile hobby with pay should call in or telephone 0800-2346101 for further details.
Photographs:

3107    The 217 team crossing the river during the speed march. (Front) LCpl Gary Stockwell. 

3143    The 217 team, with (top right) Lt Andy Black.

Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
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