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NEWS RELEASE         16 July 2005

HOLLOWAY TERRITORIALS ON EXERCISE
Local Territorial Army soldiers from 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Holloway have just returned from an exciting two-week (2-16 July 2005) Annual Camp with their Regiment in Devon and Cornwall.  

Called Exercise “Cockney Tor”, the first week was based at Okehampton in Devon and provided a variety of training.  Some of the Squadron were away each day practising their live firing skills, as well as their helicopter drills as they travelled to and from the nearby ranges on Dartmoor.  Meanwhile others were taking part in an intensive, 8-day elementary bomb disposal course being run by the Regiment at the camp.  The Squadron provided three of the students, who all successfully passed, qualifying them to be trained members of an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team.

The Regiment then deployed for the second week to carry out various construction tasks, with 217 Squadron travelling to Fort Tregantle in Cornwall.  There they were able to utilise their various military engineering skills in carrying out some essential reconstruction work on the butts to the ranges.

Major Jeremy Blades, the Squadron’s Officer Commanding, said, “This has been a great two weeks and the moral of the troops is really high. They have gained experience in EOD, live firing, helicopter drills and construction techniques.  Also, whilst in Cornwall, they got the opportunity to improve their angling techniques with their day-off on the water, catching some fish for the Squadron’s beach barbeque that night.”

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up, saying, “Many of the Regiment’s soldiers are currently mobilised and away doing magnificent work.  This has been a highly successful Annual Camp for the rest, where they have achieved both some very high quality training and lots of useful practical construction experience.  I congratulate them all.” 

217 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0207-607-1032 for further details.

The Squadron will also be holding an Open-Day at the TA Centre on Saturday 20th August, to which all are welcome.

Photo Captions: - See overleaf 

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

Photographs:
1122. (Left to right) Corporal David (“Dizzy”) Dawson, Lance Corporal Joe Nash and Sapper Chris Maseko deploying from their helicopter.

1224.       Lance Corporal Dave Green (a self-employed builder in civilian life) preparing equipment to immunise a fuse to a bomb on his EOD course.

1302.  (Left to right) Lance Corporal Dave Green and Sappers Alan Davis and Ray Williams with their bomb disposal course certificates.

1344. (Left to right) Lance Corporal Dave Green (a self-employed builder in civilian life) and     Sapper Mercy Johnstone (a camera operator) working on the butts at Fort Tregantle ranges.

1348.       (Left to right) Sappers Maria Coba-Castillo (a beautician in civilian life) and Diane Logan (a nurse at Guy’s and St Thomas’s Hospital) working on the butts at Fort Tregantle ranges.

Press Cutting








