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     NEWS RELEASE         

ISLINGTON’S RADIO STAR 
Lance Corporal Joe Nash from Newington Green has been proving his radio operator skills in a Territorial Army exercise called “Feline Focus” last weekend.  He is a member of 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Holloway, and the local Territorials successfully took part in this Regimental exercise, designed specifically to test their lines of radio communications under field conditions, at Bramley Training Area, near Basingstoke.

Joe is a history teacher for adult education at the City and Islington College.  He is 26 years old, single and has been in the TA for eight years.  As a qualified Class 1 Signaller, and also a Class 1 in Bomb Disposal, his service has taken him to Germany, Cyprus, Italy and Canada, as well as all over the UK. 

He was also mobilised under Operation Telic in February to July 1993 for Iraq, serving in Basrah and Al Amarah as the signaller for a bomb disposal unit.  He was then mobilised again between December 2003 and December 2004, being based at Wimbish, Cambridge, to cover for bomb disposal tasks within the UK.

Said Lance Corporal Nash, “I first joined the TA because it was something different and challenging to do, especially at weekends, and a way of making great new friends.  It is a totally different aspect of life, and it was also good to feel a part of history as it was being made in Iraq.  

Signals is a very interesting job within the team, with lots of good ‘hands-on’ experience with the equipment and code work. It is also vital to maintain good communications to keep things going effectively on exercise, or on the battlefield, by ensuring that the right troops and equipment are in the right place and time, so things can go to plan.

The TA also helped me get my driving license, as well as in my career.  For it was my qualifications and references that were directly responsible for helping me get my current job as a teacher.”

217 Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway, and is currently looking for more recruits for signallers, drivers, cooks, vehicle mechanics and bomb disposal.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0207-607-1032 for further details.

Photograph:  Lance Corporal Joe Nash manning his radio during Exercise “Feline Focus”

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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