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     NEWS RELEASE
LOCAL EXECUTIVES ENJOY BEING STRETCHED

When the TA put out an invitation to young executives to sample army life for a weekend last weekend.  Holloway’s own bomb Disposal Territorials were there, lending a hand and setting one of the challenges for them.

Eighty business managers volunteers from across London found themselves being whisked away to Pirbright Training Area (near Aldershot) on Exercise “Executive Stretch”, where in teams of ten they moved around a series of 15 wide ranging tasks set by various units designed to test and draw out their skills, teamwork and initiative.

One of the highlights was a bomb disposal challenge created by 217 Field Squadron, Royal Engineers from Parkhurst road, Holloway, who were awarded the prize for the best and most interesting stand of the whole event.  The executives’ mission involved using a metal detector to locate buried objects and then learning how to prepare and detonate explosive charges to deal with them.  

The Squadron’s Sergeant Major, Nigel Hood said, “It was good showing them some of the work we do and hopefully generating some interest.  We certainly made their weekend go with a bang!”  Nigel, age 41, has been in the TA for 20 years and works in computer operations as an IT Manager for Norwich Union Insurance in his civilian life. 

Amongst local people taking part was Matt Street, age 27, from Caledonian Road, Islington, who is an engineer and Building Services Manager with Holloway-White-Allom in Mayfair.  He said, “It was fun getting to do things that you would never get to do in normal life and I especially liked the bomb disposal task.  My wife thought it was a good idea to attend Executive Stretch and it would get me out of the house for a weekend.”

Tony Smith, age 36, from the Metropolitan Police, who works in the Islington area added, “It was very interesting finding out more about the Army, with a variety of tasks and getting to meet lots of different people.”

James Armitage from Parliament Hill, Camden, said, “I enjoyed trying the different challenges in things that I’m not normally used to doing, especially the bomb disposal task.  The weekend was also very useful in helping to learn leadership skills and team bonding with a great bunch of people that had never met before.  James, age 26, works in the Environmental Health Department of Westminster City Council, as Acting Team Leader of the Food, Health and Safety Team.

217 Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0207-607-1932 for further details.

Editor’s Notes: 

1.     Photo details and captions shown overleaf.

2.     For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

Photographs:
869   Sergeant Major Nigel Hood (left) showing Matt Street (right) how to attach the detonator and fuse wire to a ball of plastic explosive.

870   Sergeant Major Nigel Hood (left) showing Matt Street (centre) and Tony Smith (right) how to attach the detonator and fuse wire to a ball of plastic explosive.

880   James Armatage operating the metal detector.

889      James Armatage (left) being shown by Corporal Jason Glasper (right) how to prepare a stick    of plastic explosive.
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