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NEWS RELEASE              23 February 2005

SAPPER OF THE YEAR

Territorial Army Sapper Gary Stockwell from 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) based in Holloway, has become this year’s proud winner of the “Sapper of the Year Award”. This is presented annually by the Worshipful Company of Fanmakers (one of the famous City of London Livery Companies) who sponsor the Squadron, to the soldier who has achieved the most within the Squadron.  It was presented last week by the Master of the Fanmakers, Mr Lawrence Turner CBE, at Skinner’s Hall in the City of London.

Gary is 19 years old, single and has now been in the TA for 18 months. He joined the TA as Sapper Stockwell in September 2003, having previously been in the Army Cadets for several years. After completing his basic training, he was then mobilised in September 2004 to serve with 33 Engineer Regiment at Wimbish, near Cambridge, where he is part of an Explosive Ordnance Disposal, or EOD team.  This mobilisation means that he is employed full-time on Operation “Midway”, which looks after UK bomb disposal, helping free-up more regulars to serve in Iraq. He recently assisted in a high-level search operation for a Royal visit to Edinburgh.

He has also achieved a great deal in training as well.  Having successfully completed the Basic EOD course he was recommended for the Intermediate course, which is for Non-Commissioned Officers. He has also recently completed the Combat Medical Technician Course, which enables him to conduct first aid during operations.

Receiving the trophy, he said, “I am very grateful and honoured to receive this award and proud to be a member of the 217.  The TA is brilliant for being able to do something useful and challenging, as well as having great opportunities to get qualifications and further yourself.”

Added the Fanmaker’s Master, Mr Turner, “We greatly value our association with 217 Squadron and congratulate Sapper Stockwell. He is an enthusiastic individual who has obviously contributed much to the Squadron and well deserves this award as Sapper of the Year.” 

217 Squadron is part of the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army and meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway. It is currently looking for more recruits and anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 020-7607-1032 for further details.

Picture:  Sapper Gary Stockwell (right) receiving his award from Mr Turner CBE (left).

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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