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NEWS RELEASE         9 May 2005

EDMONTON TA MECHANIC TAKES PART IN COMPETITION SUCCESS
Officer Cadet Viksing Iranah from Lower Edmonton was one of a team of eight Territorial Army vehicle mechanics representing the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) Workshop for 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), when they achieved a very commendable overall 5th place in a major annual competition last weekend.  They were taking part in the “Southern Craftsman” championships for all the REME units in the South of England, which were held at the Longmoor army training area in Hampshire, and the Holloway based Territorial Army mechanics from 217 Field Squadron, of which Viksing is a member, were there as part of their Regiment’s team.

The competition had a series of eight challenging events, designed to test both their mechanical and military skills.  These range from battlefield repairs to various vehicles, a recovery task using their Foden recovery truck to making and assembling parts, and culminating in a gruelling 4 mile cross-country ‘March and Shoot’ race. 

Said Officer Cadet Viksing Iranah from 217 Squadron, “ It was good to be able to take part in the competition, which was challenging but interesting.  The team worked hard and well together to achieve this result and next year we are determined to go back and win!”  

Viksing, age 30, has been in the TA for three years.  In his civilian life, he is an Aircraft Maintenance Engineer with his own consultancy company called Trinity Ventures.  Born in Mauritius, he got a B.Eng. at Bombay University and a Masters Degree in the USA, before moving to the UK seven years ago.  Coming from a military family, he hopes to get commissioned as an officer at Sandhurst this September.  He added, “ I enjoy being in the TA because it gives me the opportunity of seeing a different aspect of engineering combined with military experience.”

217 Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  The REME Workshop is responsible for keeping all of the regiment’s vehicles and specialist equipment fully working within each squadron, providing the vital support necessary for carrying out its role.  The Squadron and its REME section meet every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Parkhurst Road, Holloway, and both are currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 0207-607-1032 for further details.

Photographs:

718     Officer Cadet Viksing Iranah mounting his Foden recovery truck.


  751     Officer Cadet Viksing Iranah changing a damaged wheel on an armoured personnel       vehicle.

  771     Officer Cadet Viksing Iranah  (front left) with the team crossing the finishing line of the        ‘March and Shoot’ event.


   795     Officer Cadet Viksing Iranah inspecting the engine of a Land Rover during the competition.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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