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NEWS RELEASE                1 October 2006

HOLLOWAY’S TOP SOLDIER

Territorial Army soldier Gary Stockwell came top of a training course for potential Non-Commissioned Officers (NCOs) last week and was rewarded by being the only one to be immediately promoted to the rank of Lance Corporal.

50 Royal Engineer Territorials from units from all over the country attended the intensive and demanding two-week course in Weymouth, held annually by Headquarters RE TA.  There they leaned all the skills needed for promotion, ranging from leadership and management to polishing up on their fitness and drill.

The result came as a very welcome surprise for Sapper Gary Stockwell at the passing out parade on the final day of the course, when Brigadier Chris Sexton presented him with the prize for first place as well as his first stripe.

Lance Corporal Stockwell from Holloway, age 21, is single and has been in the TA for 4 years as a member of Holloway’s 217 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers.  During his service he was mobilized to serve with the regular army between September 04 and September 05, where he served with the Rapid Response Bomb Disposal Team for the UK based in Wimbish near Cambridge.  He was also winner of 217’s “Sapper of the year” award in 2005.  In his civilian life he is a builder with the family firm.

Said Gary, “I am very proud and honoured by this.  I put my best into the course, but it still came as a big shock to win out of the 46 who passed and who had a lot of experience between them all.  It was an unforgettable moment that I will always look back on, and you always remember your first tape.”

217 Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It has its Squadron Headquarters based in Parkhurst Road, Holloway and additional detachment based in South Africa Road, White City.  They meet at their TA Centres for training every Tuesday night, and are also currently looking for more recruits.  So anyone interested in finding out more this worthwhile hobby with pay should call in or telephone 0800-2346-101 for further details.
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2917
Lance Corporal Gary Stockwell (left) being presented with his first stripe by Brigadier Chris Sexton (right).

2920 
Lance Corporal Gary Stockwell (left) being presented with his prize for first place by Brigadier Chris Sexton (right).


2924  
The course marching past Brigadier Chris Sexton, with Lance Corporal Gary Stockwell 5th back on nearside row. 

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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