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NEWS RELEASE                       5 May 2007

ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS VISIT GALLIPOLI ON ANZAC DAY
Eight Territorial Army soldiers from Rochester’s 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) have just returned from a five-day battlefield study tour to Gallipoli in Turkey with forty other members of their TA Regiment. There they were able to combine experiencing some Turkish life and culture in Istanbul, with then visiting Gallipoli to learn about the 1915 landings and campaign. This culminated in them being present at the Australian, New Zealand and Turkish commemorative services held on ANZAC (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) Day 2007 marking the 92nd year anniversary of the beach landings.

The disastrous Gallipoli Campaign during the First World War started at 4.30 in the morning of 25 April 1915.  It had planned to open a new front in the war by landing in South Turkey and then advancing North to Istanbul and the Dardanelles so as to hopefully take the Germany ally out of the war. Instead, the attacks failed to penetrate inland and resulted in more stalemate trench warfare, culminating in the Allied evacuation starting in December 1915. The campaign had cost the lives of 32,613 British, Indian and French soldiers, together with 6,709 Australian and New Zealanders.  86,692 Turks also gave their lives in defence of their homeland. 

The high level of losses by the ANZACs had a great effect on their then relatively new armed forces, giving these countries great senses of national unity and pride.  As a result ANZAC Day is still a very important time for them, as was shown by some 25,000 Australians and New Zealanders attending the commemorations this year.

The Territorials flew to Turkey, landing at Istanbul where they spent a day familiarizing themselves with its sights and culture.  These included the Blue Mosque, the Topkapi Palace, the spice market and a short cruise on the Bosphorus. The evening was spent with lectures on the campaign and its strategies, including the British, ANZAC and Turkish points of view.

Following a five-hour coach ride south, they then went on to see many of the Gallipoli locations, monuments and cemeteries.  That night they camped out on the beach of ANZAC Cove, along with thousands of other participants awaiting the impressive dawn commemorations.  

Other moving ceremonies were then attended during the day.  These were the Australian service at Lone Pine, a place that changed hands some seven times during the 1915 action, the Turkish service at Quinn’s Post and the New Zealand service at Chunuk Bair.

Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Terry Smith summed up the tour, saying, “It has been wonderful to experience, not only a different culture, but also to visit many of the major sites of the ANZAC landings on the Gallipoli peninsular in 1915.  It makes you humbly appreciate the great losses suffered and valiant efforts made by both sides.”

221 Field Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester. It is also currently looking for more volunteers, so anyone interested in finding out more about this worthwhile part-time hobby with pay should telephone 0800-2346-101 for further details.

Editor’s note: For further information contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.

Photographs:
086    The Territorials from 101 at ‘Lone Pine’ Cemetery.  The tree was grown from seed recovered from the original tree destroyed during the campaign. 

080    Members of Rochester’s 221 squadron by the memorial at ANZAC cove.

073    The Territorials at one of the cemeteries at ANZAC Cove.

104    Exploring some of the remaining ANZAC trenches.
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