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NEWS RELEASE                   24 June 2007

TERRITORIALS AT RE MUSEUM’S 

MODERN DAY ARMY SHOW
Rochester’s Territorial Army Bomb Disposal Squadron were on display at the Royal Engineer Museum’s “Modern Day Army” event last weekend.  The show is held annually at the Museum in Brompton and is fronted by different RE units each year from the Regular Army.  But this year 221 Field Squadron became the first TA unit to host the event. 

The aim of the show is to promote the Museum and provide the public with an interesting insight into the modern day army, with RE units displaying their specialist and latest equipment. 

25 members of the Squadron were there, lead by their Officer Commanding, Major Phil Davis.  They were showcasing their Explosive Ordnance Disposal expertise with a variety of stands. These included a display of ordnance from the Gulf, to a metal detector challenge for the children where they were able to use the latest detectors hunting for buried coins.  There was also some bomb disposal equipment, as well as medium wheeled tractors and the latest EOD vehicle called the “Tellar”.  They even provided an Army physical training and sports stand, which was very popular with the visiting families.

Pictured are Tim and Nicky Gilbert from Gillingham with Samuel, (age 5) and Georgia (3). Being shown how to find the buried treasure by Lance Corporal “Toks” Adefuye.

Tim is a mechanical engineer with Ford Motor Company and Nicky is a Primary School Teacher at Gordon Junior School in Strood, while Samuel attends Napier Primary in Gillingham. 

Nicky said, “We came two years ago when the children were smaller, so have come back now they are able to enjoy it more.  It is a good family day out which they found very interesting and kept them amused.

Lance Corporal Toks Adefuye from Rochester is 24 and a mechanical engineering graduate from Greenwich University who has been in the TA for 5 years.  He added, “It is really good to show the public what we do, and hopefully we have generated some fun and future interest for the children too.”

Also pictured are Mrs Louise Warner with her son Andrew from Higham being shown how to operate the detector by Officer Cadet Duncan Wood from Gillingham.  Andrew (9) is a pupil at St. Josephs Convent Preparatory School in Gravesend.

Louise explained, “His Great-Grandfather was a Royal Engineer and Andrew really enjoys the Museum and all things Army. This interesting display adds another dimension to it.” 

Officer Cadet Duncan Wood, age 30 and an IT Project Manager with the London Stock Exchange in his civilian career, added, “There was lots of interest on the Saturday, with over 130 people attending. The wetter weather on the Sunday stopped many from coming, but everyone still enjoyed themselves. So it was all very worthwhile as well as being a good opportunity for the public to meet the soldiers.”

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only Bomb Disposal regiment in the TA.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0800-2346-101 for further details.
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3556 (Left to right) Nicky, Samuel, Georgia and Tim Gilbert being shown how to find the treasure by (centre) Lance Corporal Toks Adefuye.

3557 (Left to right) Officer Cadet Duncan wood demonstrating the detector to Andrew and Mrs Louise Warner.

Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
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