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NEWS RELEASE                     19 April 2007

BOMB TASKS FOR ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS

Dealing with a simulated sabotage devises at the Isle of Grain Power Station was just one of the tasks facing Territorial Army soldiers from Rochester’s 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) and other members of its regiment during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend. The concealed terrorist devices were placed around the site threatening its destruction. 

Set in and around the Medway area and called Exercise “Flying Spear”, various simulated bomb disposal tasks threatening key installations such as the power station were radioed in by day and night to the mobile command headquarters set up in the Lodge Hill training area. The aim was to practise and test the Squadron’s vital skills in realistic settings by deploying teams to go out and make safe items ranging from bombs to mines to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. 221 Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its other squadrons based around London also assisted the Rochester Territorials during the exercise. 

Sergeant Vincent (“Simo”) Simpson and his team of four were called to deal with two large explosive devices that had been discovered beside the main fuel tanks and fuel lines at Grain Power Station.  These turned out to be large bombs fitted with booby trap devices that threatened to destroy or seriously put it out of operation, making the task a high priority mission.  

Vince, from Strood, is 27 and a Construction Project Manager in his civilian life. He has been with the Squadron for two years, following a previous eight years regular army service, also with the Royal Engineers.

Sergeant Simpson said, “It is good to feel that you are part of a great team doing a worthwhile job that is always full of new challenges. For me it is also a chance to continue with my army career, which I would otherwise miss, as well as having my day job.” 

Sergeant Richard May’s three-man bomb disposal team from the Rochester squadron were the ones given the task of locating, identifying and making safe three sabotage Limpet Mines hidden in and around the main generators at the power station.  Richard from Sittingbourne, age 48 and a project manager with Network Rail in his civilian career, has been in the TA for eighteen years. 

He said, “Being in the TA offers a varied range of skills in a team environment that is a complete change from normal civilian life. This has been a really good exercise: Hard work but enjoyable, with lots of useful training value which hopefully will help stand us in good stead for future operations.”

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Terrence Smith, summed up saying, “This has been a very useful and successful exercise, designed to train and test a variety of the Regiment’s skills in challenging and interesting ways. We are also very grateful to the local community for its support in providing the use of various locations.”

221 Field Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V) and meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester.  It is also currently looking for more volunteers and anyone interested in joining this rewarding hobby with pay should call in or telephone 0800-2346-101.

Photographs:.

0177e
Sergeant May and his bomb disposal team setting up at the power station.  They are (left to right) Sapper David Frimpong, Lance Corporal Nick Connell and Sergeant Richard May

0190e
Left to right are Sergeant Vincent (“Simo”) Simpson, Lance Corporals James Pavey and Tom Green and Corporal Matt Brown, setting up at the power station ready for their next task.  

0201e
Sergeant Richard May preparing to de-arm a sabotage bomb hidden under one of the generators.

0223e
Sergeant Vincent (“Simo”) Simpson dealing with a sabotage device attached to a bomb placed by one of the fuel tanks at the power station.

Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
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