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NEWS RELEASE                       14 July 2006

OPEN EVENING FOR TA RECRUITING

An Open Evening was held at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Road, Rochester last week by the two units sharing the centre.  221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army, and C Company is the new unit of 3 Princess of Wales Royal Regiment, the only TA infantry regiment in Kent. 

The open evening had been advertised locally, as well as on local radio, and over 20 potential recruits, including members of the local Air Cadet Force, showed interest by turning up to find out more. 

Their joint recruiting evening had displays of some of the equipment that they each use, as well as the opportunity to meet some of the members of the units.  The Royal Engineers had assorted ordnance, ranging from large aircraft bombs to small sub-munitions that they are trained to render safe.  The PWRR had a selection of infantry weapons, ranging from machine guns to rifles, as well as some of their other equipment including inflatable dingies.

The Engineer regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Terry Smith, summed up the evening by saying, “We were delighted with the response from the public and trust that they all found the evening interesting.  Hopefully there will be recruits for both of the units from this, with lots more to follow.”

Both units meet at the St Margaret’s Street TA Centre, with 221 on Tuesday evenings and C Company on Wednesdays. And both are currently looking for even more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining either should call in, or telephone 01634-843494 for further details.
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Members of 221 Field Squadron with some of their bomb disposal equipment.
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Sergeant Vince Simpson (left) and Sapper David Cummings (right) with some of the explosive ordnance that they deal with.
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Members of C Company with one of their dingies.
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Mr Paul Potter (age 32), a H & S officer from Strood, with his children Ellie, Harry and Jordan checking out one of the PWRR’s machine guns.
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Members of the public and local cadets being shown some of the PWRR’s display of weapons
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Editor’s Note:  For further details, please call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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