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NEWS RELEASE                 1 February 2007

ROCHESTER’S TA BOMB SQUAD CHECKS OUT RADIO SKILLS

Territorial Army soldiers from Rochester’s 221 Field Squadron took part last weekend in their Regiment’s major annual communications exercise to check out their radio skills.  Signals is just one of the vital trade skills, ranging from bomb disposal to vehicle mechanics to catering, that are taught within the TA and are all needed for the unit to be able to function efficiently. 

Held in the army training area at Bramley near Basingstoke, the object of the exercise was to test the Squadron’s radio procedures and equipment.  They deployed with the other Squadrons’ Headquarters around the training area to set up and receive their task missions from Regimental Headquarters and then report back with their progress.  Sending coded messages up and down the lines of command enabled them to simulate their bomb disposal teams carrying out their missions.

Pictured (No.3365) setting up an 8 metre VHF radio mast are (left to right) Staff Sergeant Donald (“Mac”) MacLennon and Sergeant Richard May, both from Rochester.  

Sergeant May is also shown pictured (No.3361) with Captain Ken Jones operating the radios inside the Squadron’s Command Post.

Sergeant Richard May is 48, married to his wife Christine and has been in the TA for 19 years.  He is a Project Manager with Network Rail in his civilian career.  He said, “This has been an interesting and challenging weekend, keeping us up to speed in this important part of our training and working as a team together.”

Added Captain Ken Jones, “Command and control is vital in both military and civilian operations. Without them things do not happen so effectively.”

Ken is a managing director of an ordnance disposal company in his civilian career.  Age 42 and married to Jaime, he has been in the TA for 17 years, following 5 years regular army service. 

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only Bomb Disposal regiment in the TA.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining this hobby with pay should call in, or telephone 0800-2346-101 for further details.
Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
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