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NEWS RELEASE                   5 March 2006

LONDON BOMB TASKS FOR ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS

Dealing with simulated unexploded bombs in London was the task facing Territorial Army soldiers from Rochester during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend. Set in a wartime situation and called Exercise “Feline Phalanx”, the disposal tasks threatening key installations around the metropolis included the Thames Flood Barrier, London City Airport, HMS Belfast and Beckton Gas Works.

These were radioed in by day and night to the command headquarters of 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers). The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by making safe items ranging from air-dropped bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. The Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its other Squadrons around London supported them in the exercise. 

Lance Corporal Steve Hughes was Second in Command of the section deployed by 221 Squadron to deal with air-dropped bomblets scattered across London City Airport.  These denied its further use until they had been cleared, making it a priority mission. Their task was to locate and carefully place charges of plastic explosive next to the bomblets, to then destroy them with a controlled explosion.

Steve is a Project Coordinator in the IT Department of Kent County Council in his civilian life.  Working around the area from its Maidstone offices, his current project is the recycled use of computers. Age 29 year and single, he lives in Chatham.  He has been in the TA for 4 years, where he is also a trained radio signaller. 

Lance Corporal Hughes said, “It has been a very good weekend, albeit a bit cold at times, set in landmark locations around London. The TA is an enjoyable challenge that helps you improve yourself and is a complete change from civilian life. Being part of a brilliant team like 221 is an added bonus and I have made lots of very good friends.” 

Lieutenant Neil Barton, one of 221’s Troop Commanders, was tasked with dealing with a sabotage device on HMS Belfast.  Located in the bowels of the ship’s engine room, he had to make safe a bomb by cutting the fuse wire.  Neil, age 27, lives in Rochester and has been with the TA for seven years.  His daytime job is as an electrical engineer with EDF Energy, based in Bexley Heath.

Neil added, “It has been a testing and demanding exercise, but great to see some of the interesting landmarks of London, which all added to the experience.”

Lieutenant Colonel Terry Smith, the Regiment’s Commanding Officer, summed up saying, “This has been a most useful and important exercise, which has successfully achieved practicing a variety of the Regiment’s vital skills in very different settings.  We are grateful for the cooperation of the organisations involved in allowing the use of their facilities.”

221 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call 01634-843494, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.
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Lance Corporal Steve Hughes placing an explosive charge next to a bomblet at London City Airport.
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Lance Corporal Steve Hughes operating a radio.
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    Lieutenant Neil Barton cutting the wire to a sabotage bomb on HMS Belfast.
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Lieutenant Neil Barton on the deck of HMS Belfast.

Editor’s Note:  For further details please call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.






