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NEWS RELEASE              4 October 2005

 TA BOMB SQUAD ON EXERCISE IN GRAVESEND

Dealing with a simulated leaking chemical weapons at Gravesend’s New tavern Fort was just one of the tasks facing Territorial Army soldiers from 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend. 

Set in and around the Medway area and called Exercise “Feline Phoenix 2”, various simulated bomb disposal tasks threatening key installations such as Gravesend’s New Tavern Fort and Royal Terrace Pier, together with Rochester Airport were radioed in by day and night to the mobile command headquarters set up in the Lodge Hill training area. The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by deploying teams to go out and make safe items ranging from bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. 101 Engineer Regiment is the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its Squadrons around London, including its 221 Field Squadron in Rochester, took part in the exercise. 

Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh led her four-man bomb disposal team, dressed in fuel suits and breathing apparatus to deal with the chemical threat located deep within the magazines of New tavern Fort – now owned by Gravesham Council and managed by Thames Defence Heritage. Mr Victor Smith, Director of the Heritage said, “This is a continuation of history, as the magazines (built in 1777) were used in both World Wars for decontamination training. We are pleased to support what the army wants to do.”  Added Chief Custodian, Mr Charles Oliver, “We see this as a good thing and were glad to be able to help out.”

Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh said, “Being in the TA is good because it is such a complete change from normal civilian life. This has been an interesting and enjoyable exercise, although working in the fuel suits was hot and exhausting but necessary practise.”

The Port of London also made available its Royal Terrace Pier for one of the tasks, where simulated terrorist devises threatened the pier and its use, needing to be dealt with as a priority installation.  Meanwhile, at Rochester Airport, teams went into operation to deal with dozens of unexploded air-dropped bomblets that were denying the use of the runway.

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up saying, “This has been a very useful and successful exercise, designed to train and test a variety of the Regiment’s skills in challenging and interesting ways.  We are very grateful to the local community for its assistance in providing some of the facilities to enhance this training and add a degree of realism.”

221 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should telephone 01634-843494 or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photographs:  See overleaf

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
Bomb Squad Exercise - Photograph Details

1773   
Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh (second from right) briefing members of her bomb disposal team  (left to right) Sapper Ray Williams, Second Lieutenant Rob Fellows and Sapper Darrell Lou-Hing, prior to the New Tavern Fort task.

1785     
Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh and her team putting on their fuel suits and breathing apparatus ready to enter the New tavern Fort magasines. 

1789
Second Lieutenant Rob Fellows (left) and Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh (right) in their fuel suits outside the magasine.

1794      At New Tavern Fort are  (left to right) Mr Victor Smith, Second Lieutenant Rob Fellows, Lieutenant Louise Greenhalgh and Mr Charles Oliver.

1777      (Left to right) Sergeant Robin Simon and Corporal Anthony Tew question security guard Sean Lightowler on the terrorist sighting before moving in on the Royal Terrace Pier.
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