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NEWS RELEASE              4 October 2005

BOMB TASKS FOR ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS

Dealing with a simulated unexploded bomblets at Rochester Airport was just one of the tasks facing Territorial Army soldiers from Rochester’s 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) and other members of its regiment during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend. The scattered air-dropped bomblets lay close to nearby parked aircraft, denying use of the airport and making it a priority task. 

Set in and around the Medway area and called Exercise “Feline Phoenix 2”, various simulated bomb disposal tasks threatening key installations, such as Gravesend’s New Tavern Fort and Royal Terrace Pier, were radioed in by day and night to the mobile command headquarters set up in the Lodge Hill training area. The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by deploying teams to go out and make safe items ranging from bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. The Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its Squadrons around London took part in the exercise. 

Lieutenant Tom Robinson’s four-man bomb disposal team from 221 Squadron were the ones given the Rochester Airport task.  Tom is 22 years old and single, working with immigration services in his civilian career.   He has been in the TA for four years and successfully passed his bomb disposal officer’s course only a week previously.

He said, “Being in the TA is good because it is different to the norm, offering a good range of skills in a team environment and a complete change from normal civilian life. This has been a really good exercise: Hard work but enjoyable, with lots of training value on which to practise my newly qualified role.”

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up saying, “This has been a very useful and successful exercise, designed to train and test a variety of the Regiment’s skills in challenging and interesting ways.”

221 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should telephone 01634-843494 or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photographs:  

1839   
Lieutenant Tom Robinson (second from right) briefing members of his bomb disposal team  (left to right) Sergeant Martin Callow, Corporal Paul Franklin and Corporal Stuart Rogers, prior to the Rochester Airport task.

1841     
Lieutenant Tom Robinson placing a charge of plastic explosive next to one of the air-dropped bomblets scattered over Rochester Airport

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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