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NEWS RELEASE                    15 May 2006

EXECUTIVES ENJOY BEING STRETCHED

Sittingbourne Territorial Army soldier, Lance Corporal George Wood was amongst the team sent from his TA Bomb Disposal unit recently to give young civilian executives a sample of army life for a weekend.  When the Territorial Army put out the invitation to people from London and across the South-East of England, 221 Field squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers), based in Rochester, were there lending a hand and setting one of the challenges for them.

Eighty civilian business managers and junior executives volunteered to find out more about the TA and test themselves during this action packed adventure weekend.  They found themselves being whisked away to the Army’s Pirbright Training Area (near Aldershot) on Exercise “Executive Stretch” where, in teams of ten, they moved around a series of 12 wide ranging tasks set by various TA units, to experience the varied rolls they each do.  These were designed to test and draw out their teamwork, individual initiative and management skills.  The objective was to show them how being in the TA would benefit them in these skills, as well as providing the exciting challenge of doing a worthwhile part-time job.  It is hoped that they will now go back to their civilian workplaces and pass on that message to their colleagues.

The bomb disposal challenge created by 221 Field Squadron was one of the highlights of the weekend for them all. . For this, the executives faced a mission involving locating mines (dummy ones in this case) and other buried objects, and then learning how to prepare and detonate the (real) plastic explosive charges that they would normally use to deal with them.  

George, age 42, lives in Sittingbourne with his wife Angela and their three children.  He has been in the TA for 16 years and is a qualified Bomb Disposal Engineer.  In his civilian life he does similar work for BACTEC, an international firm specialising in Explosive Ordnance Disposal.

Commenting on the weekend, he said, “It was good to be able to show the candidates a little of the sort of thing that the TA does all the time.  They certainly seemed to enjoy it, especially the adrenaline rush of lighting the safety fuse only a metre away from the explosive and walking away! 

In my case, the TA has also been a bonus in that my skills from my army hobby have benefited me with my civilian job.”

He was also mobilised from the TA between February 2003 and April 2004 to serve with the regular army in Wimbish (near Cambridge) as part of ‘Operation Midway’, which was to free up more regular army troops for service in Iraq.  He was then on call to deploy to anywhere in the UK, as Second in Command of an EOD Team, to deal with any newly found munitions tasks that occurred.

.

Lance Corporal Wood is pictured (left) showing two local Kent people how to assemble an explosive charge, which they then had to detonate. 

Christopher Simmons (centre) from Maidstone, said, “The Weekend was an enjoyable personal challenge, doing lots of very different things that I’ve never done before, and the bomb disposal task was one of the best.”

Charlotte Davis (right), who is a Cost Centre Manager with BP, added, “It was all fantastic, especially the explosives bit. It was also an interesting experience working as a team with people that I had never met before.” 

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should telephone 01634-843494 for further details, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk.

Photo details:
2748 
Lance Corporal Wood (left) showing Christopher Simmons (centre) and Charlotte Davis (right0 how to prepare their explosive charges.

2750
Walking away from the lit explosive charges are (front, left to right) Christopher Simmons, Charlotte Davis and Lance Corporal George Wood.

Editor’s Note:    For further details please call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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