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NEWS RELEASE              23 January 2006

LANCE CORPORAL NICK IN ACTION

Newly promoted Lance Corporal Nick Connell was out training with his Territorial Army squadron at Lodge Hill Training Area last weekend.  This was the first opportunity to be out on exercise with 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) since being promoted at the end of last year, and they were practising their military skills ready for the forthcoming new year’s varied and demanding programme. 

On the Sunday, the Squadron then went on to try paint balling, to further practise their teamwork skills at the Tree Jumpers Centre in Longfield (near Maidstone), and enjoyed yet another aspect of their training together.

Nick, age 24 and from New Ash Green, has been in the TA for four years and is a Tree Surgeon in his civilian life.  During this time, he was mobilised to serve with the regular army between October 2004 and October 2005, working with UK Bomb Disposal and based at Wimbish, near Cambridge.  Then, during the two months before Christmas, he was also selected to join a ten-man team of Royal Engineers to climb the 7,075 ft high Mount Satopanth in the Himalayas.

He said, “The ice climbing expedition went well.  It was an honour to be selected to be a part of the team and an experience that I will always remember, in spite of the difficulty of the extreme weather and heavy snow.

“I am now back with the Squadron as the NCO in charge of recruiting, as well as being the Number 2 in a Bomb Disposal team.  The TA is full of varied and exciting challenges, as well as being a complete change from normal civilian life, and I have made many good friends there.  Recruiting is going very well for the Squadron, but there is still room for lots more recruits.”

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester. Anyone interested in joining should call 01634-843494, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photographs:
2076      Lance Corporal Nick Connell on guard at the Squadron’s hide in Lodge Hill Training Area.

2117x    Lance Corporal Nick Connell at the Tree Jumpers Paint Balling Centre.

2124  Members of 221 Field Squadron at the Tree Jumpers Paint Balling Centre.



Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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