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NEWS RELEASE              12 July 2006

BOMB SQUAD PRACTISE INFANTRY SKILLS

Local Territorial Army soldiers from Rochester’s 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Volunteers) (Volunteers) were away last weekend near Thetford in Norfolk, practising their infantry battle training for fighting in built-up areas.

Although the Squadron’s prime task is bomb disposal, it still needs to maintain all the infantry skills that might be called upon during times of conflict.  For this purpose the army has a purpose-built village in its Stanford Training Area just outside Thetford, where Operations in Built-Up Areas (OBUA) training can be carried out. This included defence techniques in urban settings, as well as house-to-house clearance tactics when attacking.  They even used an aerial ropeway for gaining access from one building to another.

Sapper Lynette Lacey, who has been with the Squadron for nearly a year, said, “This was my first time in OBUA training, which was hard work at times, but well worth doing and also great fun.  It gives you more of an insight on how things are done”

Lynette, age 27, lives in Walderslade near Rochester and is a PA in her civilian life with ‘Mapinfo’, a computer software company based in Chatham Maritime.

She added, “I joined the TA with a friend and have never regretted it.  My boyfriend is also very supportive about me being in it too, which is great.  The bomb disposal side of the training is particularly interesting and the complete opposite of everything that I do in my day job:  But I still have a lot more to learn and some exiting and challenging things to master before I can become fully qualified.”

Summing up the weekend, Captain Ian Taylor, age 34 and a schoolteacher in civilian life, said, “A hard physical but enjoyable weekend was had by all and many new skills were learned.”

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester. Anyone interested in joining should call 01634-843494, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
Photographs and captions – See overleaf
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2340
Sapper David Frimpong on the aerial ropeway.
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Sapper Lynette Lacey on the aerial ropeway.

2343
The squad from 221 Squadron at the OBUA village.

2350
Sapper Lynette Lacey on guard in the OBUA village.

2351
Sapper Lynette Lacey at the OBUA village. 

2356
Assaulting a building are (rear left to right) Sapper Lynette Lacey, Corporal Kevin Allen and Lance Corporal Nathan Wyles, with (front on steps) Corporal Paul Franklin.
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