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NEWS RELEASE        17 August 2005

ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS CROSSING THE WATER
Local Territorial Army soldiers from 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) spent the weekend practising their Combat Engineering skills at Hawley (near Camberley, Hampshire).  Whilst the primary role of the Squadron is bomb disposal, the soldiers have to capable of other engineering skills, in case they are needed in carrying out a task.  The Hawley Hard army training area was ideal for the task, and has also been used in two of the James Bond films, as well as TV’s “Scrapheap Challenge”. 

221 Squadron based in Rochester teamed up with their colleagues from 579 Squadron based at Tunbridge Wells, who are also part of the same Regiment, to train in Watermanship as well as Bridge Building in an exercise called “Phoenix Crossing” – these being two of the prime ways to cross a water obstruction. 

In glorious weather they spent the first part of the weekend using their Watermanship training with Mark 6 Assault Boats practising boarding, navigating and safety drills, such as the man-over-board procedure. The craft were powered with 20 HP outboard 2-stroke engines, capable of 10 knots, which all got a chance to drive. 

The Territorials then went on to construct two of the prefabricated bridges used by the army. The first was a Medium Girder Over Bridge (MGOB), which can span 13 metres in four bays. The sections of the bridge are a four-man lift for each part, and the finished bridge can carry up to 70 tons.  Then they built its bigger brother, the Heavy Girder Over Bridge (HGOB), which comes in 8-man lift sections.  These bridges are the modern day successors to the famous Bailey Bridge of the Second World War.    

As Second Lieutenant Tom Robinson said, “This has been a very successful and fun weekend which was all about teamwork, as well as keeping our hand in with other useful skills that we do not often get to practise”. Tom is 22 years old and has been in the TA for two years, whilst working for the Immigration Service in his civilian life.

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01634-843494 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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