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NEWS RELEASE              20 August 2006

EXPLOSIVE TRAINING FOR ROCHESTER’S TERRITORIALS

Rochester Soldiers from the Territorial Army’s only bomb disposal regiment were learning how to handle explosives as part of an action-packed weekend at the Lydd’s demolition ranges, near Dymchurch in Kent last weekend.  Meanwhile the rest of the Squadron were polishing up their rifle shooting skills on the Close-Quarter Battle ranges there.

The skilful use of explosives is often used in bomb disposal for controlled detonations in carrying out their specialist work, as well as for clearing areas or obstacles as part of their military engineering tasks. Under the supervision of instructors, the soldiers were gaining experience in using sticks of plastic explosive, known as PE4 in the army, to cut through wood, steel and concrete.  

Safety, confidence and experience in using explosive charges of plastic explosive are essential requirements needed as part of their extensive training as a bomb disposal engineers.

Pictured (left and centre) are two of the Squadron’s newest Sappers Anthony Neeves and Lynette Lacey, kneeling beside Captain Ian Foulkes (right) the Squadron’s Second-in-command, who is showing them how to wire up a piece of explosive. 

Sapper Anthony Neeves said, “This has been a good and challenging weekend.  I joined with a friend to do something really different and exciting and have never regretted it since.”  Anthony is 25, single and has been in the TA for nearly a year.  Living in Hoo, he is a lorry driver, collecting hospital waste for the NHS in his civilian life.

Added Sapper Lynette Lacey, “The bomb disposal side of things is very interesting and the complete opposite of our day jobs. It is also great to be part of a really good team doing a worthwhile job.”  Lynette, age 27 and single, lives in Walderslade (near Rochester) and works for a computer software company in Chatham Maritime. 

Captain Ian Foulkes was mobilized in 2003 to serve in Iraq, based at Basrah.  He is 40 and has been in the TA for 12 years. He is an Environmental Health officer, working as Director of Policy for the Chartered Institution of Environmental Health.

The Rochester Territorials are from 221 Field Squadron, which is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers).  They meet every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, and are also currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in finding out more should log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk, or telephone 01634-843494 for further details.

Photograph:  Left to right are Sappers Anthony Neeves, Lynette Lacey and Captain Ian Foulkes at Lydd demolition Ranges

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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