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NEWS RELEASE         23 May 2005

VISIT TO BERLIN FOR ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS

Eleven members of 221 Field Squadron based in Rochester have just returned from a Battlefield Tour to Berlin (19-22 May 2005). The four-day trip, organised by 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, was an educational study of the strategy and outcome of the Russian army taking the city in April 1945. 

The aim of Exercise “Berlin Discovery” was to teach the soldiers about Soviet tactics in fast manoeuvre warfare and operations in built up areas:  Also the occupation and division of a major city by a four-nation power, the start of the Cold War and the Berlin Wall.

Starting from the Seelow Heights and Marshal Shukow’s command post and trenches on the Reitwein Spur, they followed the Soviet advance into Berlin, culminating with visiting the Reichstag, Olympic Stadium and the site of the Fuhrerbunker.  Mr Laurie Milner from the Imperial War Museum accompanied the tour to provide invaluable historic advice and background detail along the way.

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, said, “Everyone has learnt a lot from what has been a most successful and educational visit. We came to Berlin because it was the confluence of the three ideologies that played such a major part in the history of the modern world, namely Communism, Nazism and Western Democracy.  This has been an ideal opportunity to compare their very different methods.”

Added Captain Sam Brown, the Squadron’s Quartermaster, “I was amazed by the shear size of the advance of 2½ million soviet troops.  It has been a superb experience learning about this and the subsequent history of Berlin and has been appreciated by all.” 

221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army, and meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester.  They are also currently looking for more recruits, so anyone interested in joining should call telephone 01634-843494 or visit www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photographs:

906 Members of 221 Field Squadron standing by a soviet 2nd World War T34 tank at the museum at Seelow, are (rear left to right) Captains Giles Cobbett and Sam Brown, Corporal Tim Cubison, Sapper Steve Hughes and Lance Corporal John Weller; (front left to right) Sappers David Cummins and Matt Hudson, Sergeant Stewart Hope, Sapper James Pavey and Lance Corporal George wood. 

Continued overleaf:

934    
Outside the Olympic Stadium, Mr Laurie Milner from the Imperial War Museum (left) with 221 Squadron members (left to right) Corporal George Wood with Sapper James Pavey, Lance Corporal John Weller and Corporal Tim Cubison.

962     A section of the Berlin Wall with a soviet watch-tower behind, preserved at the Allied Museum, with (left to right) Sappers James Pavey, Steve Hughes, Matt Hudson and David Cummins.   

984     The Rochester Territorials outside the Reichstag.  (Captain Sam Brown is front left)

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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