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NEWS RELEASE             19 December 2005

ALEX IS BEST RECRUIT

Territorial Army soldier Sapper Alexandra (“Alex”) Lewis was awarded a certificate for achieving “Best Recruit” last week at the end of her two-week Basic Training Course at the Army Training Regiment base in Litchfield, against nearly forty other recruits from Engineer Regiments from all over the UK.

Alex joined the TA five months ago, serving with 221 (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Field Squadron in Rochester. Aged 26, and living in central Maidstone, she is a civil servant in scientific research, working for the MOD in Sevenoaks, in her civilian career.

As well as Sapper Alex Lewis achieving Best Overall Recruit, another member of 221 Squadron on the same course, Sapper Dane Wilson from Rochester, also won the “Best in Drill and Turnout” award, proving the very high standards of the Rochester TA unit. 

Alex said, “This award came as a complete surprise for me, and I was very proud and honoured to receive it. I originally joined the TA as both as an interesting challenge and something that is completely different from my normal work.  I was also persuaded by my boyfriend, who is with the Regiment, as well as two friends from work who are in the TA.  I enjoy it very much, especially being a part of a great team doing what I feel is a very worthwhile job.”

“I found the recruits’ course hard work but rewarding, enjoying myself all the way through the hectic schedule.  But snow and rain during the outdoor exercise phase made it more difficult and demanding.”

221 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA and meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester.  It is also currently looking for more volunteers. So anyone interested in joining should telephone 01634-843494 or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photograph:
Sapper Alex Lewis proudly holding her certificate for “Best Overall recruit”.
Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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