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NEWS RELEASE               4 December 2004

ROCHESTER TERRITORIALS ON EXERCISE
Local Territorials from 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Rochester have recently returned from an exciting two week exercise with their Regiment at Thetford in Norfolk.  Called Exercise “High Impact”, the first week’s build-up training was a great chance to check out their firing range and demolition skills, culminating in the second week with a realistic and demanding field exercise in bomb disposal.

Based at Wretham Camp on the Stanford Military Training Area, this was the Regiment’s fortnight’s Annual Camp.  They were grateful to be helped with the exercise in the second week by the Anglian Water Authority, who made available ten of their strategic sites in the surrounding Norfolk area.  These were used as simulated high priority installations in a war situation which required clearing of unexploded munitions, ranging from air-dropped bombs and munitions to booby trap devices.  The tasks were radioed in as they occurred, day and night, with teams being deployed from their camouflaged Headquarters in the training area to deal with them.

Pictured is Lieutenant Neil Barton preparing a de-armer ready to defuse a 250 Kg bomb.  Neil, aged 26 and single, has been in the TA for four years and is an Electrical Engineer, working as a Project Designer for EDF Energy in his civilian life.  He said “Camp has been particularly good, especially getting the practise with demolitions on the ranges.  I like being in the TA because it is very interesting, with great camaraderie and keeps me fit, as I am a keen military pentathlon participant.  It is a worthwhile job and a complete change from normal civilian life.” 

Neil is also shown on the demolitions range preparing charges to burn out the explosive content of a bomb, which had first been de-fused and then blown open at the back to expose the fill. 

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up, saying “Many of the Regiment’s soldiers have been mobilised and are away doing magnificent work.  This has been a highly successful Annual Camp for the rest of the Regiment, where the soldiers have achieved practical experience in their work and some very useful training.” 

221 Field Squadron is part of the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margarets Street, Rochester, and is currently looking for more recruits for signalling, drivers and cooks, as well as in bomb disposal.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01634-843494 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news contact Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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