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NEWS RELEASE         19 April 2005

GRAVESEND’S RADIO STAR 
Sapper Stelios Kargotis from Gravesend has been proving his radio operator skills in a Territorial Army exercise called “Feline Focus” last weekend.  He is a member of 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Rochester, and the Territorials successfully took part in this Regimental exercise, designed specifically to test their lines of radio communications under field conditions, at Bramley Training Area, near Basingstoke.

Stelios is 24 years old and a student at Greenwich University, studying Pharmaceutical Science.  He lives near the clock Tower in Gravesend and his other hobby is basketball.  He has been in the TA for two years and got engaged in September last year to Private Lindsay Northwood, also from Gravesend, who is also a member of 221 Field Squadron.  They have been going out together for over five years and he talked her into joining the unit as its Recruiting Clerk in 2004.  

Said Sapper Stelios Kargotis, “I first joined the TA because it was something interesting and different to do and get experience in military life, doing a worthwhile and challenging job. It is also very good for its camaraderie and to be a part of a great team.  It fact it has now made me decide to do it full time, by joining the regular army, hopefully as an officer, when I have completed my degree.  The TA also helped me by getting my driving license, which will be of great help to me in my career.

Signals is a particularly interesting side of the job.  I enjoy setting up the equipment, the voice procedures and code work, and everything about radios.  It is also very important, as vital information cannot be exchanged without good communications.”

221 Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, and is currently looking for more recruits for signallers, drivers, cooks, vehicle mechanics and bomb disposal.  Anyone interested in joining should call 01634-843494, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photograph:  Sapper Stelios Kargotis manning his radio during Exercise “Feline Focus”

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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