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NEWS RELEASE         22 June 2005

TA VISITS ARMY CADETS
A team of mobilised Territorial Army soldiers visited the Rochester Detachment of Royal Engineers Army Cadets during their Training Night at their base in Fort Clarence last week.  Lieutenant Sue Howser and Sapper Nick Connell had come to tell them about the Territorial Army and their role in Bomb Disposal.  

The Territorials are currently mobilised under Operation “Telic” and serving full-time with the army, being based at Wimbish, near Cambridge.  Now serving with 33 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal), they are members of its Midway Troop, which is on constant stand-by for any bomb disposal tasks within the UK.

However, when not mobilised, both these Territorials are from Rochester’s 221 Field Squadron, which is also based at Fort Clarence.  So it seemed very appropriate to bring the team’s EOD van (nicknamed the “Bomb Wagon”) down to Rochester and show the young Cadets the equipment they are trained to use.   The specialist-tasked van is fully kitted out with all the various things needed to deal with any kind of disposal task that they may have to face during their mobilisation. It was also on stand-by and the team had to be ready to go at a moment’s notice, if the call had come during their visit.  

Some twenty of the local Army Cadets watched in awe as Sue and Nick explained some of the ways in which bombs might be defused. Afterwards there was a chance to handle the various pieces of equipment and ask questions.

Pictured holding some of the equipment are (front left to right) Cadets Grant Smith (age 13) from Rochester, Charlie Carter (age 16) from Rainham and Luke Truelove (age 12) also from Rochester, with sapper Nick Connell (rear) and the “Bomb Wagon.”

Said Sapper Connell, who is 23 years old and single, “It was good to be able to bring a bit of variety to the Cadets’ training and to be able to show them some of the real side of bomb disposal and the useful job that we feel we are doing.  Hopefully we have generated some interest in the TA as well.”  Nick, from New Ash Green, has been in the TA for 4 years and was a tree surgeon in his civilian life, prior to being mobilised.

Grant Smith, who has been in the Cadets for one year, added, “I found it all really interesting and I hope to join the TA when I am older.”

The Rochester Detachment of the Kent Army Cadet Force meets between 7.00 and 9.00 pm on Mondays and Thursdays at the Cadet Hut in Fort Clarence, St Margaret’s Street.  Boys and girls aged 12 to 18 wanting to join should call in, or telephone their Headquarters on 01622-750328, for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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