	[image: image1.jpg]



	101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment

(Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers)

Hudson House, Bromley Road, Catford, London SE6 2RH

From

Major David Poll, Unit Public Information Officer

 Tel: 01708-441086 or Mob 07711-702201
	[image: image2.jpg]





NEWS RELEASE                 24 August 2006

NEW OFFICER COMMANDING FOR BOMB DISPOSAL TERRITORIALS

Major Phil Davis has been appointed as the new Officer Commanding (OC) of 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army. 

Major Davis is 44 and has been in the TA with the Regiment for 23 years. During this service as a territorial soldier he is proud of having successfully held every rank up to that of Sergeant Major, and then, as an officer, every rank up to Major excepting that of Second Lieutenant. He is the only serving person in the Regiment to have done so

He was also mobilised during the Iraq War for Operation Telic in 2003.  Based at Basrah, he was the officer in charge of co-ordinating military and civilian humanitarian work, as well as tasking the clearance teams in that area. Phil has further travelled to Germany, Cyprus, Gibraltar and the USA.

Phil is married to his wife Denise and in his civilian life he is a Senior Engineer with “Qinetiq”, which is part of the country’s defence industry.

Major Davis said, “I am pleased and honoured to be returning to this take up the appointment of Officer Commanding with this superb Squadron, which means a lot to me. I shall be striving to further its deserved ongoing success.  My priority will also be in recruitment to full strength and retention, by keeping the training dynamic and interesting”. 

221 Squadron is based at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, where it meets every Tuesday night.  It is also currently looking for more volunteers. So anyone interested in joining should telephone 01634-843494 for further details, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk.

Photograph:  Major Phil Davis

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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