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NEWS RELEASE         27 April 2005

ROCHESTER’S TA MECHANICS TAKE PART IN COMPETITION SUCCESS
Members of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) Workshop for 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) achieved a very commendable overall 5th place in a major annual competition last weekend.  They were taking part in the “Southern Craftsman” championships for all the REME units in the South of England, which were held at the Longmoor army training area in Hampshire, and the Rochester based Territorial Army mechanics from 221 Field Squadron were there as part of their Regiment’s team.

The competition had a series of eight challenging events, designed to test both their mechanical and military skills.  These range from battlefield repairs to various vehicles, a recovery task using their Foden recovery truck to making and assembling parts, and culminating in a gruelling 4 mile cross-country ‘March and Shoot’ race. 

The Regiment’s team of eight was led by Warrant Officer Class 1 Allen Norman, who is their Artificer Sergeant Major as well as being a paramedic in his civilian life.

Said Corporal Daren Batley from 221 Squadron, who was the team’s recovery specialist, “ the competition was quite challenging, but the team jelled well together and all worked hard to achieve this result.  Next year we will be going back to win!”  

Daren, age 36, has been in the TA for 10 years.  He lives in Rochester with his wife Lisa and is an HGV driver and crane operator with BT. during the week.

221 Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army. The REME Workshop is responsible for keeping all of the regiment’s vehicles and specialist equipment fully working within each squadron, providing the vital support necessary for carrying out their role.  The Squadron and its REME section meet every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, and both are currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in, or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Photographs:

677   Corporal Daren Batley hooking up the recovery trailer ready to load a vehicle.

707
  Corporal Daren Batley (bellow) and WO1 Allen Norman (above) operating their


Foden recovery truck.

715        Corporal Daren Batley mounting his Foden recovery truck.


  760a     Corporal Daren Batley repairing an army Harley Davidson motorbike..

766a      WO2 Norman  (front left) and Cpl Daren Batley (front right) leading the 101 team to the finishing line of the ‘March and Shoot’ event.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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