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NEWS RELEASE         13 July 2005

BRENDAN RECEIVES HIS MBE
Captain Brendan Touhey went to Buckingham Palace to be presented with his MBE by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth ll on Wednesday morning, 13 July 2005.  The ceremony took place in the Ballroom of the Palace and was watched on by his proud wife Helen, son Brendan (Junior) and grandson Ciaran.  

The award of Member of the British Empire to Brendan was announced in the New Year’s Honours list on January 1st 2005. It was in recognition of his work as Regimental Unit Welfare Officer for the soldiers and their families in his Territorial Army Regiment that were mobilized from February 2003 onwards in Operation “Telic” for the Iraq War.

Captain Touhey is the Permanent Staff Administration Officer (PSAO) of 221 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), based in St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, which is a vital part of 101Engineer Regiment  (Volunteers), the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA.

Brendan, age 53, lives in central Maidstone and has been married to Helen for 30 years. They have two children and two grandsons. He joined the Royal Engineers in 1970 and was commissioned from the ranks in 1993.  He has served with the Regiment since 2001 as a PSAO.

The Citation for his award acknowledged his selfless dedication in taking on this invaluable and demanding welfare work, in addition to carrying out his normal duties for the Regiment. It also recognised his ongoing extensive voluntary charity works in the Maidstone area over the past 12 years. 

Commenting on the ceremony, Brendan said, “This has been a truly unforgettable day that I will cherish for the rest of my life.”
Photograph: 

Captain Brendan Touhey receiving his medal from Her Majesty. (Photo courtesy of BCA Films).

Editor’s Notes:  

1.   Please acknowledge  photo source.

2.   For further story details, please call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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