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NEWS RELEASE   4 September 2005

“OPERATION TELIC” PARADE FOR CATFORD TERRITORIALS
Six Territorial Army soldiers from the Regimental Headquarters of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers based in Catford received medals at Brompton Barracks in Chatham on Sunday 4th September for their mobilised service in “Operation Telic” during the recent Iraq War and its aftermath. They were among a total of 44 soldiers from across the Regiment receiving awards at a ceremony in front of their families, friends and gathered members of the Regiment.  The music for the parade was provided by the Minden Band of the Light Division.

The medals and certificates were presented by the Regiment’s Honorary Colonel, The Lord Astor of Hever KStJ DL.  He is an elected hereditary peer and the Shadow Defence Spokesman in the House of Lords, and was appointed as the Regiment’s Honorary Colonel in April 2005.

“Operation Telic” is the name for British military operations in Iraq, which started in January 2003 and continues to this day.  During this period a total of 106 members of the Regiment were mobilised for full time service for periods of up to 12 months.  Most served with its sister regular army 33 Engineer Regiment (EOD) based at Wimbish near Cambridge on “Operation Midway”.  There they dealt with conventional munitions disposal operations in the UK, thereby freeing up more regular troops for service in Iraq. However, 45 of the Regiment’s soldiers, including the six from Catford served in Iraq and have therefore qualified for the Iraq Medal. 

Those who served in Iraq during the war-fighting period receive the medal with a clasp on the ribbon inscribed “19 MAR – 28 APR 2003”.  Those who served thereafter receive the medal without the clasp.   

In a speech at the end of the ceremony, Lord Astor said, “I applaud your sense of duty and also have great admiration for the support of your families and civilian employers. These tokens of medals and certificates that I have presented today do not match the deeds behind them.”

Medal recipient Staff Sergeant Michael McKenzie, age 40 from Lewisham and an IT engineer in his civilian life, said, “It was nice to receive the official recognition for what we did. The band also helped make it really special for me and my family and something that we shall always remember.”

101 Engineer Regiment is the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford and is also currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photo Captions: - See overleaf 

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
Photographs:
1562     Staff Sergeant Mark Harding receiving his medal from Colonel The Lord Astor of Hever.

1639     Proudly showing their Iraq Medals are (left to right) Staff Sergeant Mark Harding, Corporal Kevin Allen, Corporal Kevin Hasselby, Staff Sergeant Michael McKenzie, Corporal John Mann, and Staff Sergeant Peter Stayte, with (centre) Colonel The Lord Astor of Hever. 

1669     The Iraq Medal and Clasp.
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