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NEWS RELEASE         4 April 2005

CHRISTENING OF CORPORAL AND MRS ALLEN’S BABY CONNIE
Kevin and Nadia Allen of Swanage Road, Southend-on-Sea were the proud parents at the christening of their first child Connie Dominique Allen, age 5½ months, at St Mary the Virgin Church in East Street, Prittlewell on Sunday 3 April 2005. Kevin is a Corporal in the Territorial Army and both the Godfathers are also in service, so it was decided to conduct the service in uniform.

Corporal Allen is with the Catford based Headquarters Squadron of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA and he was also mobilised for service in Iraq between 2002-3.  Lance Corporals Adib Osman (also from 101) and Robert New were the proud Godfathers and were joined by Godmothers, Lana Banham and Natasha Perry.  The Priest who conducted the service, Father Frank Smith, also has a military connection, as he is also the Padre for an artillery regiment.

Kevin said, “The TA has always meant a lot to me and Nadia fully supports me in it. As both Godfathers are also serving, plus the TA tries to instigate family life within it, it seemed logical to wear uniform for Connie’s christening. It will also hopefully give her some very special photographs of me in uniform on her day, with which she can remember me when she is grown up.”

Anyone interested in finding out more about 101 Engineer Regiment or how to join should call 020-8698-5573 for further details.

Photographs:
No. 566  
Around the font are (left to right) LCpl Adib Osman, Nadia Allen, Father Frank Smith holding Connie, Cpl Kevin Allen and LCpl Robert New.

No. 568  
Outside St Mary’s are (left to right) LCpl Adib Osman, Cpl Kevin Allen, Nadia Allen holding Connie, Father Frank Smith and LCpl Robert New.

No. 582  
Lana Banham, Natasha Perry, Cpl Kevin Allen, Nadia Allen holding Connie, LCpls Adib Osman and Robert New.

No. 587 
Natasha Perry, Lana Banham, Nadia Allen holding Connie, Cpl Kevin Allen, LCpls Adib Osman and Robert New.    

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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