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NEWS RELEASE         16 July 2005

CATFORD TERRITORIALS ON EXERCISE
Local Territorial Army soldiers from 223 Headquarters and Support Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Catford have just returned from an exciting two-week (2-16 July 2005) Annual Camp with their Regiment in Devon and the South-West of England.  

Called Exercise “Cockney Tor”, the first week was based at Okehampton in Devon and provided a variety of training.  Some of the Squadron were away each day practising their live firing skills, as well as their helicopter drills as they travelled to and from the nearby ranges on Dartmoor.  Meanwhile other members of the Regiment were taking part in an intensive, 8-day elementary bomb disposal course being run at the camp.  The Regiment’s Workshop of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) were also on hand to provide vehicle maintenance support as required, as were the chefs with their much appreciated cooking. 

In the second week, the Regiment then deployed to carry out various construction tasks in Penhale (near Newquay), Fort Tregantle (near Plymouth) and Wyke Regis (near Weymouth).  There they were able to utilise their various military engineering skills in construction works, carrying out various useful works to help improve the military training sites there.

Sergeant Donald (“Mac”) MacLennon said, “Camp has been really good and enjoyed by all, with lots going on and moral is really high.  I particularly enjoyed getting out on the helicopters.”  He is the Squadron’s Quartermaster Sergeant, 45 years old, and has been in the TA for 12 years.  In civilian life he is a Telecom Engineer with BT, living in Lewisham with his wife Lorraine and their 4 children.

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up, saying, “Many of the Regiment’s soldiers are currently mobilised and away doing magnificent work.  This has been a highly successful Annual Camp for the rest, where they have achieved both some very high quality training and lots of useful practical construction experience.  I congratulate them all.” 

223 Headquarters Squadron and the REME Workshop are vital parts of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  They meet every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford, and are currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photo Captions: - See overleaf 

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

Photographs:
1132. (Left to right) Sergeant Joe Lawrence, Sergeant Donald (“Mac”) MacLennon and Corporal Jan Smith deploying from their helicopter.

1311. Members of the REME workshop at Okehampton lifting a 1,000 lb bomb with their Foden truck for the EOD Course.

1334. (Left to right) Chefs Private Kemona Murray and Staff Sergeant Les Hall preparing the evening meal at their kitchen in Penhale.  Les Hall was promoted during Camp from Sergeant to Staff Sergeant Master Chef
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