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NEWS RELEASE              23 January 2005

TERRITORIAL TRAINER TO RACE ACROSS THE ARTIC

The Training Warrant Officer of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers based in Catford is to race 320 miles across the Artic to the North Pole in April in a bid to raise money for the Meningitis Trust.  Steve Clewley MBE, who lives in Bromley, has been in the Regular Army for 20 years, serving around the world, including Iraq, Afghanistan and Belize.  He is currently the Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant Instructor (RQMSI) for the local Territorial Army bomb disposal regiment.

Five years ago, Steve’s then two-year-old son Jordan contracted life-threatening Meningitis and, a few days later, so did Steve’s mother.  Happily both survived and he is determined to show his gratitude to the Trust that so greatly helped his family through this ordeal.

Steve, age 36, now hopes to raise £20,000 for the charity by racing with two other members of his team against 11 competing teams to reach the magnetic North Pole.  Taking three weeks to complete the task, they will have to endure the physical and mental strain of the freezing conditions, with temperatures of down to minus 400 Centigrade:  Also the many risks include frostbite, dehydration and even attack by polar bears!

He said, “I have always vowed that I would do something to repay them and that is what I intend to do in April.  I am also determined to win the race.”

Rigorous training for the event has included running, gym work and towing a vehicle tyre to simulate the sledge of provisions that he will have to tow all the way. He has also been training in the Welsh and Austrian mountains. However, as a Royal Engineer Commando, he already has considerable previous experience gained in Norway and Canada, as well as being a competent skier. 

Steve and his wife Martine have three children who live in the family home in Newquay. He was awarded the MBE for services in bomb disposal and the Queen’s Commendation for Bravery for saving the lives of eight soldiers in Afghanistan.  The Polar race is the first stage of a three phase plan to raise funds for the Trust and is to be followed by rowing the Atlantic in 2006 and running a marathon across the Sahara desert in 2007.

His son Jordan, now age 7, said that he is very proud of what his dad is preparing to do.  Added Martine, “I think that he is a little mad, but it is definitely for a very worthwhile cause.  He is a brave man and I know he will do it.  We are all extremely proud of him”

Sergeant Major Steve Clewley has already obtained considerable sponsorship from national firms and businesses and hopes to boost this to achieve his target by local sponsorship, with all the funds raised going to the Meningitis Trust.  He said, “Anyone wishing to sponsor me for this polar challenge should contact me at the TA Centre on 0208-698- 5573.  I would be very grateful to hear from them”. 

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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