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NEWS RELEASE                  22 June 2005

STEVE BREAKS RECORD IN NORTH POLE DASH

Steve Clewley, the Training Warrant Officer of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers based in Catford has just returned triumphant from his 320-mile race across the Artic to the Top of the World.  His team completed the trek in a record-breaking time of 9 days 17 hours and 39 minutes, shaving nearly two days off the previous record of 11 days and six hours in their bid to raise money for the Meningitis Trust in what is probably the world’s toughest footrace.  

Competing against 16 other teams, several of whose members failed to complete the course, they had to walk up to 50 miles at a time in temperatures of minus 20(C, dragging their 90 Kg sledges of supplies from Resolute Bay in Canada to the North Pole.  

At this time of year, the sun never sets in the Arctic, making their experience even more arduous and tiring with never knowing what time it was, and the exhaustion immense. Also the team had to scare off Polar Bears who came to close for comfort on a couple of occasions.

Unfortunately in the end, Steve and his team were pipped at the post by rivals called Team Hardware.com, with whom they had been vying for pole position for much of the race.

Steve Clewley MBE, age 36, lives in Bromley and has been in the Regular Army for 20 years, He is currently the Training Instructor for the local Territorial Army bomb disposal regiment.  His companions in this 3-man team are also military, namely Charlie Martell from 131 Commando TA and Garry Bullen, a Royal marine from Falmouth.

This Polar race was the first stage of a three phase programme to raise money for the Meningitis Trust, which Steve had vowed to support following the survival of his son, Jordan from this often fatal disease five years ago. The next phase in the challenge is in 2006 with a 2,800-mile Trans-Atlantic rowing race, taking a 29-ft open boat from New York to Falmouth.  Here they also have their eyes set on smashing the present 55-day record for the crossing.  Finally, this will be followed in 2007 with a 151-mile run across the Sahara Desert.

Said Steve on his return, “ My wife, Martine has been fantastic in her support for me, but the first thing she did when I returned was to shave off the beard that I had grown to protect me from the cold.”  

He added, “We are really pleased with what we have achieved for the Meningitis Trust so far.  Already they have received over £17,000.  The fact that we broke the existing record time was our other aim, even if we did come in second in the end.  If anyone else would like to help with sponsorship for this or the future events, then I would be very grateful if they would contact the TA Centre on 0208-698-5573” 

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

Photograph details overleaf:-

Photographs:
a29     Steve Clewley at the North Pole

a93      Steve Clewley followed by Garry Bullen pulling their sledges on route to the Pole

a103    Steve being followed by Polar Bears

1426 The team trekking their way to the Pole

1524 Raising Steve’s regimental flag at the North pole are (left to right) Garry Bullen, Steve Clewley and Charlie Martell 

   1525    -ditto-
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