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NEWS RELEASE         8 April 2005

LOVE ON THE HOTPLATE
Keeping the Territorial Army’s bomb disposal soldiers’ strengths up is a vital task for chefs Sergeant Leslie Hall and Lance Corporal Nicola Hall of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers).  However, they don’t just cook together, but are also happily married, having first met in the TA.

When out in Atlanta, America in 1998 on his previous TA unit’s Annual Camp, Leslie realised that his catering team were short on staff. So when an additional cook, borrowed from another unit, turned up, he persuaded his then Master Chef to allocate her to his detail. This persuasion cost him a ten-dollar note and a can of Budweiser beer. However, once working together, love also grew, and as a result, the two finished up spending all their free time together and getting engaged after only two days. He proposed by introducing her to ‘the best man’. And when she asked ‘best man for what?’ he replied ‘our wedding!’  She said ‘yes’ and in 1992 they had saved enough and were married.

As Leslie says, “She may have cost me ten bucks and a can of Bud, but she is worth a million!”

Sergeant Leslie Hall is 101 Regiment’s Catering Manager and is based at its Headquarters in Catford. Whereas Lance Corporal Nicola hall is the chef for its 221 Field Squadron based in Rochester.  But for Regimental weekends and all catering functions they work together.

The couple, who live in Swanscombe, were out with the Regiment last weekend in Bordon, Hants, on a major communications exercise called Exercise “Feline Focus”. There the couple set up and ran the field kitchen, catering for all the Headquarters personnel and exercise controlling staff.

Leslie, age 45, is a lorry driver who delivers chemicals in his civilian career.  He has been in the TA for 10 years, following 20 years previous experience as a chef in the regular army.  Nicola, age 42, has also been in the TA for 10 years and is a storesperson working for the MOD in her civilian life.

When asked who does the cooking at home, Leslie replied, “I do.  Nicola is a very good cook, but it is my kitchen.”  Leslie’s other love is his Kawasaki motorbike and Nicola loves to be the pillion passenger when she is not driving her convertible car.

101 Engineer Regiment is the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army and meets every Tuesday evening at its TA Centres in Bromley Road, Catford, and St Margaret’s Street, Rochester.  It is also currently looking for more recruits for cooks, signallers, drivers, plant operators and vehicle mechanics.  Anyone interested in joining should call in to either centre, or telephone 020-8698-5573 for further details.

Photographs:   1.    Lance Corporal Nicola Hall (left) and Sergeant Leslie Hall (right) in their field kitchen during the exercise at Borden.

2. Lance Corporal Nicola Hall (left) serving Sergeant Leslie Hall’s (right) shepherd’s pie special to Lance Corporal Jan Smith from Erith.
Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201. 

Press Cutting





Press Cutting





Press Cutting





Press Cutting





Press Cutting





Press Cutting





Press Cutting








