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NEWS RELEASE              27 February 2005

BOMB TASKS FOR CATFORD TERRITORIALS

Dealing with simulated unexploded bomblets in Chatham docks was just one of the tasks facing Territorial Army soldiers from Catford’s 223 Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) and other squadrons of its regiment during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend. The aircraft dropped bomblets lay scattered in the Historic Dockyard, as well as on board HMS Cavalier, a Second World War destroyer anchored there. 

Set in the Medway area and called Exercise “Feline Phoenix”, a dozen simulated bomb disposal tasks threatening key Medway installations were radioed in by day and night to 101 Engineering Regiment’s mobile command headquarters. This is the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA and the exercise involved men and women from all of its squadrons around London.  The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by making safe items ranging from bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices.

Pictured is Lance Corporal Anita Gackowska from Catford’s 223 Squadron, who was tasked with helping locate and identify the bomblets that threatened to disable the ship and dockyard. In her civilian life Anita is an Airport Development Manager working for “easyJet”, with responsibility for Eastern Europe and Spain. She is 43 years old, single and has been in the TA for 6 years.

Said Anita, “I enjoy being in the TA as it is a marvellous chance to do something completely different from my day job, as well as broaden my career experience and my CV. It is also good to be a part of a great team and I have made some really good friends.”

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up saying, “This has been a very useful and successful exercise, designed to train and test a variety of the Regiment’s skills in challenging and interesting ways.”

223 Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photograph:  Lance Corporal Anita Gackowska examining a bomblet by HMS Cavalier at night.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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