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NEWS RELEASE                  16 March 2006

AWARDS FOR THREE CATFORD TA PERSONNEL

Three of Catford’s Territorial Army soldiers were honoured for their service to the TA by being presented with Lord Lieutenant’s Certificates at a ceremony on Wednesday.  Warrant Officer First Class (Artificer Sergeant Major) Allan Norman, and Staff Sergeants Mark Harding and Steve Learmouth were among the nine personnel from across the army, navy and air force’s Volunteer Reserves who were selected to receive the prestigious award in London this year.

The soldiers, all from 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), were individually presented with their certificates in front of family and friends by Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Colonel Sir Clive Martin OBE DL TD at a ceremony held at the Headquarters of the Reserve Forces and Cadet Association (RFCA) in Fulham, at the end of its Annual General Meeting.

The Certificate states that it is “to record the grateful recognition for the outstanding service and devotion to the TA in the service of Her Majesty the Queen”, and is signed by the Lord Lieutenant (who is the Queen’s official representative).

WO1 Allan Norman is 51 and has been in the TA for 32 years.  He heads the regiment’s Royal Electrical and Mechanical (REME) Workshop, responsible for keeping its vehicles on the road and ready for action.  Married with 4 children, he is a Motorcycle Paramedic in his civilian career.  He said, “We are all very proud and honoured to receive these awards.  It came as a very pleasant surprise to learn that we had been selected.”

Staff Sergeant Mark Harding, age 35 and with 17 years service, is the regiment’s Signals Senior NCO as well as being an Insurance Broker in civilian life.  He added, “It is great to have your work appreciated and know that you are doing something worthwhile.”

Staff Sergeant Steve Learmouth, age 49 and from Welling, retired from the TA last October after 23 years service.  He is a Health and safety Manager working for Cancer Research UK, and was also a senior member of the regiment’s REME Workshop.  He said, “ I greatly enjoyed my service with the TA and this is a superb note to finish it on.” 

101 Engineer Regiment is, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photographs:  

1.   (Left to right) WO1 Allan Norman, Colonel Sir Clive Martin and Staff sergeants Steve Learmouth and Mark Harding proudly displaying the Lord Lieutenant’s Certificates.

2.    (Left to right) WO1 Allan Norman and Staff sergeants Steve Learmouth and Mark Harding proudly displaying their Lord Lieutenant’s Certificates.

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.






