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NEWS RELEASE         27 April 2005

 

ALLEN LEADS TA MECHANIC TO COMPETITION SUCCESS
Warrant Officer Class 1 from Winford was the leader of a team of eight Territorial Army vehicle mechanics representing the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) Workshop for 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), based in Catford, London, when they achieved a very commendable overall 5th place in a major annual competition last weekend.  They were taking part in the “Southern Craftsman” championships for all the REME units in the South of England, which were held at the Longmoor army training area in Hampshire.

The competition had a series of eight challenging events, designed to test both their mechanical and military skills.  These range from battlefield repairs to various vehicles, a recovery task using their Foden recovery truck to making and assembling parts, and culminating in a gruelling 4 mile cross-country ‘March and Shoot’ race. 

Allen is 50 years old and lives in Winford with his wife Rosemary and their four children.  He has been in the Territorial Army for 29 years and is the Artificer Sergeant Major of the Catford Workshop.  In his civilian life he is a paramedic with the Ambulance Service and is also one of the Ambassadors who help promote the Isle of Wight that he loves.

Said Allen, “It was a very good team result for which they all worked hard, giving 150% effort.  They are a group of professionals who rose to the challenge and jelled well together, combining their various individual skills to rise to the challenge of quite a testing competition.  Next year we are all coming back to win!”

101 Engineer Regiment is the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army, and its REME Workshop is responsible for keeping all of the regiment’s vehicles and specialist equipment fully operational, providing the vital support necessary for carrying out its role.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photographs:

682 WO1 Allen Norman operating the winch to his Foden recovery vehicle.

709 WO1 Allen Norman (above) with Corporal Daren Batley (bellow) operating their Foden recovery vehicle’s winch.

756a
   WO1 Allen Norman during the competition.

771
WO1 Allen Norman leading his team across the finishing line of the ‘March and Shoot’ event.
Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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