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NEWS RELEASE                      15 June 2006

NEW SERGEANT MAJOR FOR LOCAL TA

Former Staff Sergeant Michael McKenzie has been promoted to become the new Squadron Sergeant Major for the local Territorial Army’s 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) based in Tunbridge Wells.  He has taken over its from former Sergeant Major Graham Plumridge, who has now been commissioned as a Captain to become the Officer-in-Charge of the Squadron’s new detachment being set up in Brighton. 

The hand-over was carried out at a ceremony last Tuesday’s Drill Night at the TA Centre, when the official Sergeant Major’s Cane was formally handed over as a symbol of his new promotion.

Sergeant Major McKenzie, age 40, has been in the TA for 20 years, where he is a fully qualified Bomb Disposal Officer. He was mobilized from the TA into full-time service between February and July 2003 during the Iraq War to serve in Basrah, where he was carrying out bomb disposal duties including dealing with leftover stockpiles of Sadam Husain’s weaponry and ammunition that had become dangerous.  During his TA career he has also travelled to Germany and Gibraltar, as well as Tanzania, where he helped build a bridge for a local village near Mount Kilimanjaro.

In his civilian life, Michael is an IT Engineer working in Redhill.  He is also due to get married to his fiancée Kirsten in September, who he says is very supportive of him being in the TA. 

 He went on to say, “ I am very proud and honoured to have been given this new appointment in what I consider is the best Squadron in the Regiment.  I look forward to helping lead in its ongoing success.”

579 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St. John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells and is also currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in finding out more should telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photographs:
2407 Newly promoted Sergeant Major Michael McKenzie (left) taking over the cane of office from outgoing Sergeant Major Graham Plumridge (right) in front of the assembled troops.

2412
Outgoing Sergeant Major Graham Plumridge (left) handing over the cane of office to newly promoted Sergeant Major Michael McKenzie (right) outside the TA Centre.

(Please note that the two people have changed places in the photos)

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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