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NEWS RELEASE                    22 April 2006

MERITORIOUS SERVICE CERTIFICATE FOR VERONICA

Territorial Army Corporal Veronica Cocker from Tunbridge Wells was awarded the Commander in Chief’s Certificate for Meritorious Service at a ceremony held at Rochester last Tuesday.  Brigadier J.I.C. Plastow MBE, the Commander of 2 Brigade covering the South East of England, presented the certificate in front of gathered troops from her Regiment.

Veronica has been in the Territorials for 10 years and is a member of 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), based in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells.  She was mobilised for a year’s full-time regular service between September 2004 and September 20005, serving with 33 Engineer Regiment (EOD) at Wimbish, near Cambridge, as part of Operation Midway to free up more regulars for service in Iraq.  

During that service she acted as the Bomb Disposal Officer’s Number Two and also as Crash Crew Commander, both vital roles within bomb disposal operations, and involving remaining on one hour’s notice to move for two out of every three weeks.  She was called out twice in the UK during that period, as well as carrying out an area clearance tasking in Canada.

The Citation for Corporal Cocker’s Meritorious Service Certificate states that “she performed her duties with drive, dedication and outright commitment, well beyond the remit of her appointment.”

In her civilian life, Veronica, age 28 and from central Tunbridge Wells, is a computer software engineer, working for Thales Aerospace UK in Crawley.  In the TA she is a qualified Bomb Disposal Engineer, as well as an instructor in Nuclear, Biological and Chemical survival.

She said, “I am very proud and honoured to receive this Certificate, which also adds to the credit of my Regiment and the TA.  My friends at work all think that I am a bit loopy when I tell them that I do bomb disposal, but I just love the job and can’t get enough.  Being in the TA also gets me out at weekends, doing something totally different to my normal life of sitting at a computer all week.   Plus I have great mates there and a good social life as a bonus.”

579 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It is currently looking for more volunteers and anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photographs:

(Left to right) Corporal Veronica Cocker receiving her Certificate from Brigadier Plastow.

Corporal Veronica Cocker proudly showing her Meritorious Service Certificate.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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