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NEWS RELEASE             19 December 2006

LORD LIEUTENANT’S CERTIFICATE FOR DAN

Territorial Army soldier Sergeant Daniel (“Dan”) Unthank from West Hill, Dartford was honoured for his service to the TA by being presented with a Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate at a ceremony in Canterbury last week.  He was among fifteen personnel from both the TA and Army Cadet Force’s staffs from across Kent who were selected to receive the prestigious award this year.

Watched on by his proud wife Cathy, as well as his parents Robert and Lynda Unthank (also from West Hill) the certificate was presented to Dan by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Mr Allen Willett CMG at a ceremony held at the Leros Centre in Canterbury.

It states that it is “to place on record his high appreciation of the meritorious service rendered” and is signed by the Lord Lieutenant as the Queen’s official representative.  Mr Willett added that he gratefully recognised the outstanding service and devotion to the TA in the service of Her Majesty the Queen.

Sergeant Dan Unthank is 32 and has been in the TA for 8 years as a member of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers).   He originally joined the Regiment at its Greenhythe centre until its closure in 1999, serving since then as the Recruit Instructor with its 579 Field Squadron based in Tunbridge Wells,.  He was mobilized to serve in Iraq with ‘Operation Telic’ in 2003-4, and also did an operational tour with ‘Op. Tosca’ in Cyprus during 2002.

Dan grew up in Dartford, attending Dartford Grammar School for Boys, and now lives in West Hill with Cathy and their two children, Joshua (6) and Charlie (1).  He is a Company Director of a Finance Brokerage in London in his civilian life and also received the Freedom of the City of London in 2006.

He said, “I am very proud and honoured to receive the award of the Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate.  It is superb to have your service recognised in this way and came as a very pleasant surprise to learn that I had been selected when I received my invitation to attend the presentation.”

101 Engineer Regiment is the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army and meets every Tuesday night at its TA Centres in Catford, Rochester and Tunbridge Wells.  It is also currently looking for more volunteers, and anyone interested in this worthwhile hobby with pay should telephone 0800-2346-101 for further details.

Photograph:
3339    (Left) Sgt Dan Unthank receiving his Certificate from the Lord Lieutenant, Mr Willett (right).

3342   (Left to right) Mr and Mrs Unthank, Cathy and Sergeant Dan Unthank with his Certificate.

Editor’s Note:  For further details please call Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
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