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NEWS RELEASE    2 October 2005

TUNBRIDGE WELLS TA’s SUCCESS IN 

“MARCH AND SHOOT” COMPETITION

Two teams of Territorial Army soldiers from 579 Field Squadron based in Tunbridge Wells and Reigate, were the overall winners, as well as close second place in their regiment’s “March and Shoot” competition held at the army’s Longmoor Training Area.  579’s “A” team’s trophies included the Curriers’ Cup, presented by the Worshipful Company of Curriers livery company to the overall winners, and the Royal Engineers’ Bomb Disposal Shield, awarded for the best combined scores in the Section attack and Assault Course phases of the competition.  In both cases, their “B” team came a close second, with a tiebreaker on the latter being decided by their Speed March timings. 

The competition is held annually by 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), with teams of eight from all the various squadrons in the regiment competing for the trophies.  It comprises a series of events which the teams move round testing their military skills, including Signals, First Aid and Shooting, These got progressively moiré physically demanding, building up to a gruellingly intensive finish on the Section Attack and Assault Course phases.

However, this year the competition also had shooting with a difference - namely clay pigeon shooting. The shotgun.is a weapon that had not been fired by many before, but certainly brought a sparkle of variety to the event. 

Commenting on 579 “A” team’s success, team leader Captain Mark Scully, said, “We came here to win and show that 579 is the best squadron in the regiment, which is what we have done.  Both teams worked 110% throughout and well deserved their success.”  Mark, age 30, has been in the TA for 12 years and is a civil servant in his civilian life.

Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, the Regiment’s Commanding Officer summed up saying, “ This has been a very successful and close fought competition. I congratulate both of the 579 teams on their magnificent efforts, and also thank the Master of the Worshipful Company of Curriers (Mr William Bagshawe from Sevenoaks) for presenting the prizes.” 

579 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Johns Road, Tunbridge Wells and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.
Photographs: See overleaf for details.

Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
March and Shoot photographs:

1449     The winning 579”A” team with team leader Captain Mark Scully front second from left
1751     Captain Mark Scully (left) receiving the Curriers, Cup for 579 Fd Sqn ‘A’ Team from the Master of the Curriers, Mr William Bagshawe from Sevenoaks (right).
1499     Crossing the 12 foot wall during the assault course

1453     Cpl Matt Ahmed from 579A shooting on the clay pigeon range.

1491     Crossing the rope ladder on the assault course.

1513 The 579 “B” team during their section attack.
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