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NEWS RELEASE                8 February 2005

TUNBRIDGE WELLS SOLDIERS ‘PASS OFF THE SQUARE’

On a chilly morning at the Army Training Regiment in Winchester, three Tunbridge Wells based Territorial Army Recruits ‘passed off the square’ having completed their basic training. The three soldiers, Tracey Perryman, Clare Coop and Melissa Tiffin serve with 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordinance Disposal) (Volunteers), based at the TA Centre on St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells. They spent two weeks away with the regular army to complete the required basic training course, with other male and female recruits from all over the country. During this they learnt key military skills including first aid, shooting, drill, and how to live ‘in the field’. 

All have been in the TA for about 8 months, and will now go on to undertake more specialist training relevant to their chosen roles within the Squadron.  Claire and Melissa plan to become drivers for the unit, and Tracy wants to be one of its clerks.  

Private Tracy Perryman from Tunbridge Wells is 37 and a Prep School Sports Teacher in her civilian career.  She said, “579 is a great team, doing really interesting things, and it is good to be a part of it.  We three have also become very good friends, sharing our Recruits’ Course together.”

Sapper Claire Coop, age 19 and from Tonbridge, is a Supervisor at Beales Store, Tonbridge, in her civilian life.  She hopes to go to Bangor University next September, studying Marine Biology and Zoology.  She added, “It was a very good course, fun but demanding, especially in the colder weather during the outdoor phases.” 

Sapper Melissa Tiffin, from Wadhurst, is 31 and a nursery nurse.  She now plans to go on a skiing trip to the French Alps with their Regiment in April.  Melissa said, “We are all very proud to have passed the course, and are looking forward to learning our new trades and taking up an active part with our Squadron.  I am also greatly looking forward to the skiing trip, which is a real bonus.

579 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army, and is currently looking for more volunteers.  Anyone interested in joining should call in to the TA Centre, St John’s Road on Tuesday evening at 8pm, and ask for the Recruit Training Team, or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photograph Caption:
New soldiers (left to right) Tracey Perryman, Clare Coop and Melissa Tiffin with 579’s Recruit Troop Commander, Capt Ian Foulkes.

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.













Press Cutting








