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NEWS RELEASE              21 August 2006

“WERE YOU THE ONE?” ASKS LOCAL TA

The local Tunbridge Wells Territorial Army unit is asking the Courier for its help in tracing a former member of 579 Field Squadron who served with it during the last war.

The Squadron was featured on the front page of the “Focus” in July, following its recent tour to the battlefields of Southern Italy including Monte Cassino.

As a result of seeing the article, a former soldier from Tunbridge Wells telephoned the unit and left a message to say that he was a Royal Engineer during the Second World War. And not only did he serve with 579, but he was also at Monte Cassino!

Unfortunately the gremlins were at work that day and the recorded message was wiped from the system before his details could be taken. So the Squadron has been unable to follow up the call and get in touch with this former comrade.

Captain Nigel Clark, 579’s Permanent Staff Administration Officer (PSAO) said, “We would have loved to have made contact and invite him along to see the unit as it is now, as well as us finding out more about being a part of it then.  Also we believe in ‘Once a Sapper – Always a Sapper’ and so it would have been great to meet him.  We hope that he sees this and calls again.”

The recent Battlefield Tour included retracing the historic building under intensive fire of the Bailey Bridge over the River Rapido by Royal Engineers to allow the attack on Monte Cassino to proceed.

The Squadron was re-roled in 1990 to become a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, and is also looking for more volunteers. So they are asking anyone interested in finding out more, and especially this former member to call 01892-528954. 
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The team from 579 Squadron by an allied tank at the Museum near Monte Cassino.
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The team from 579 Squadron outside the British War Cemetery at Monte Cassino, with the famous monastery in the background.  
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Monte Cassino Monastery today

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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