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NEWS RELEASE                   5 March 2006

LONDON BOMB TASKS FOR EASTBOURNE TERRITORIAL

Dealing with simulated unexploded bombs in London during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend was the task facing Territorial Army Sergeant Julian (“Den) Watts from 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers). Set in a wartime situation and called Exercise “Feline Phalanx”, the disposal tasks threatening key installations around the metropolis, included the Thames Flood Barrier, London City Airport, HMS Belfast and Beckton Gas Works.

These were radioed in by day and night to the command headquarters as priority missions. The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by making safe items ranging from bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. 579 Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its other Squadrons around London supported them in the exercise. 

Based in Tunbridge Wells and Reigate, the Squadron is also hoping to open a new additional Troop, as part of a planed expansion, located in the Brighton area in the near future.

Sergeant Watts was given the problem of defusing a sabotage device at Beckton gas works, where a normally hand-held rocket projector attached to a fuse had been strapped to the top of a nearby building and aimed at one of the main gas tanks close by. The task was made more difficult by it being surrounded by explosive booby-trap devices, which had to be located and made safe first.

Julian, age 36, has been in the TA for nine years, following eight years previous service in the regular army as a driver.  Currently qualified as a Class 1 Bomb Disposal Engineer, he hopes to fully qualify as a Bomb Disposal Officer in October this year.  He was originally based at Brighton, prior to its closure as a part of the Strategic Defence Revue in1999, when he then transferred to the squadron’s headquarters in Tunbridge Wells.  He is now hoping to have an active role in the proposed new unit in Brighton when it is announced.

He lives with his partner Katy in Pole Gate near Eastbourne.  In his civilian life he works for Wealden district Council as a recycling driver, picking up paper, cans and glass from the larger recycling sites.

He said, “It has been a very good weekend, full of interesting new challenges and set in landmark locations around London. The TA is a good way of achieving the best of both worlds, with a civilian job and an army career doing something totally different.  579 is the best Squadron and I am looking forward to its planned new Troop in Brighton.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Terry Smith, the Regiment’s Commanding Officer, summed up the weekend by saying, “This has been a most useful and important exercise, which has successfully achieved practicing the Regiment’s vital role in very different settings.  We are grateful for the cooperation of the organisations involved in allowing the use of their facilities.”

579 currently meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centres in Tunbridge Wells and Reigate and is also currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in finding out more should telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photographs:  

2262  
Sergeant Julian Watts cutting the wires to the sabotage devise at Beckton Gas Works.

2276
Sergeant Julian Watts checking out the location with a high-powered telescope prior to moving in to deal with the devices.
Editor’s Note:  For further details please call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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