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NEWS RELEASE             13 November 2005

TUNBRIDGE WELLS TA IN LORD MAYOR’S SHOW

Local Territorial Army soldiers took part in the Lord Major’s Show in central London on Saturday 12 November.  Members of 579 Field Squadron, based at the TA Centre in St Johns Road in Tunbridge Wells, were representing their regiment, 101 (City of London) Royal Engineers (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA. 

Their display, called 1945-2005, marked the 60th anniversary of the end of the Second World War with bomb disposal then and now.  Mounted on a flatbed lorry, it featured a German Second World War bomb being defused by a soldier in period uniform and a modern bomb with soldiers dressed in desert and present day kit. 

The team leader was Sergeant Robin Simon, age 36, who is a service engineer in civilian life and has been in the TA for 11 years.  He was also mobilised for full-time army service between December 2003 and December 2004, serving at Wimbish, near Cambridge, with 33 Engineer Regiment, their regular army counterparts. 

Robin said, “We were all very proud to be taking part in the show and representing the regiment. The crowds were fantastic and gave great support, cheering and waving all the way.  The regiment was granted the title of ‘City of London’ in its name because of its links with the City, including one of its predecessor units saving St Paul’s Cathedral from an unexploded bomb in 1940.  The German bomb on our float was also originally destined for London during the Blitz and has now finally made it some 65 years late, but in a made-safe condition.

The annual Lord Mayor’s Show dates back to King John’s reign in 1215 and is probably the most spectacular event in London’s ceremonial calendar.  This year it was in honour of the new Lord Mayor, Alderman David Brewer, and featured a two-mile long parade of more than 6,000 participants, over 60 other eye-catching floats, 220 vehicles and horse drawn carriages and 12 marching bands.

579 Squadron meets at the TA Centre every Tuesday night and is also currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photo 1870: The Tunbridge Wells team around the modern bomb are (rear standing) Sergeant Dan Unthank, Corporal James Chatfield, Lance Corporal Steve Lee and Corporal Anthony Tew; (front kneeling) Corporal Andrew Mercer and Sergeant Robin Simon.  

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.













