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NEWS RELEASE              21 August 2006

EXPLOSIVE TRAINING FOR TUNBRIDGE WELLS’S TERRITORIALS

Territorial Army Royal Engineers from Tunbridge Wells’s bomb disposal squadron were learning how to handle explosives as part of an action-packed weekend at the Lydd’s demolition ranges, near Dymchurch in Kent last weekend.  They were gaining experience in using sticks of plastic explosive (known as PE4 in the army) to cut through wood, steel and concrete.  

The skilful use of explosives is regularly used in bomb disposal for controlled detonations in carrying out their specialist work, as well as for clearing areas or obstacles as part of their military engineering tasks. So safety, confidence and experience are essential requirements needed as part of their extensive training as a Bomb Disposal Engineers.

Pictured (left and centre) are two of the Squadron’s newest Sappers, Tom Watson and Lee Gaterell kneeling beside Captain Mark Scully (right) who is showing them how to wire up a piece of explosive. 

Sapper Tom Watson said, “I joined the TA because I wanted something active and challenging and have never regretted it since.  It has been very interesting, being on the ranges and getting to see the bread and butter side of bomb disposal.”   Tom is 23, single and has been in the TA for nearly a year.  He is a Trainee Schoolteacher in his civilian life.

Sapper Lee Gaterell agreed saying, “It gives you the opportunity of learning new, exciting and very different skills to your normal working environment.  It is also good to feel that you are part of a really great team doing a worthwhile job.”  Lee, a Technical Sales Manager for a manufacturing firm, is 32 and single. 

Captain Mark Scully, age 31 and a Civil Servant in his civilian career, has been in the TA for 12 years. He was also mobilised to serve in Iraq during the Gulf War.  Mark summed up saying, “This weekend has been their first time on the demolition ranges with high explosives. It has shown that the training that they have done back at the TA Centre has been well received and put into practice.  They have done very well and certainly enjoyed it.”

The Tunbridge Wells Territorials are from 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, which is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  They meet every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, and are also currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in finding out more should telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photograph:  Left to right are Sappers Tom Watson, Lee Gaterell and Captain Mark Scully at Lydd demolition Ranges

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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