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NEWS RELEASE               4 December 2004

TUNBRIDGE WELLS TERRITORIALS ON EXERCISE
Local Territorials from 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Tunbridge Wells have recently returned from an exciting two week exercise with their Regiment at Thetford in Norfolk.  Called Exercise “High Impact”, the first week’s build-up training was a great chance to check out their firing range and demolition skills, culminating in the second week with a realistic and demanding field exercise in bomb disposal.

Based at Wretham Camp on the Stanford Military Training Area, this was the Regiment’s fortnight’s Annual Camp.  They were grateful to be helped with the exercise in the second week by the Anglian Water Authority, who made available ten of their strategic sites in the surrounding Norfolk area.  These were used as simulated high priority installations in a war situation which required clearing of unexploded munitions, ranging from air-dropped bombs and munitions to booby-trap devices.  The tasks were radioed in as they occurred, day and night, with teams being deployed from their camouflaged Headquarters in the training area to deal with them.

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up, saying “Many of the Regiment’s soldiers are currently mobilised and away doing magnificent work.  This has been a highly successful Annual Camp for the rest of the Regiment, where the soldiers have achieved practical experience in their work and some very useful training.” 

Pictured is Sapper Colin Mercer preparing a de-armer ready to defuse a 250 Kg bomb.  Colin, aged 20 and single, has been in the TA for three years and is now starting as a student in Aircraft Engineering at East Surrey College in his civilian career.  He said “Being in the TA is good fun with great camaraderie and a complete contrast to normal life.”

He was also mobilised in March 2003 and sent to serve in the Gulf in October, returning in January 04.  Based in Basra and Alamara, he spent Christmas there as a member of a bomb disposal team.  Tasks included dealing with an unexploded bomb which had penetrated an old Iraqi communications centre, now occupied by Iraqi civilians.  Colin added “I would  go back again if asked.  It was a challenge with a difference and felt good to be doing a worthwhile job.  Now I am able to bring back my experience to share with the others at my unit.”

579 Field Squadron is part of the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Johns Road, Tunbridge Wells, and is currently looking for more recruits for signalling, drivers, cooks, plant operators, vehicle mechanics and bomb disposal.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news contact Major David Poll on  01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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